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This is an aerial view of the new United Farmers Cooperative (UFC) frtilizer facility, set to open this spring near Brownton. The photograph was taken from the top of

UFC's neighboring grain-handling facility.

New UFC Facility: Meeting The Changing
Needs Of Agriculture

By Lori Copler
McLeod County Chronicle

Crop production in the Midwest has
changed dramatically in a quarter-century.

Four-row corn planters have given way
to planters of up to 24 rows. The planting
season used to last 30 days, now that has
been compressed to about a week. Better
fertilizer, seed and growing practices have
dramatically boosted average crop yields.
Now, farmers bring their crops to grain el-
evators by the semi load, rather than the
past practice of tractor-pulled gravity
boxes.

And those dramatic changes have re-

sulted in a dramatic change in the land-
scape just northwest of Brownton along
Highway 15 — the construction of a huge
grain-handling “hub” which opened in
2012 and, now, a large fertilizer facility
that will open in time for this spring’s
planting season.

And while United Farmers Cooperative
(UFC), which built the facilities, took all
of the changes into account while plan-
ning the facility, the driving factor on its
location was how to move large quantities
of product in an efficient and timely man-
ner. In the spring, that means getting fer-
tilizer in and, in the fall, it means moving
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crops out to market.

Jeff Nielsen, UFC’s general manager,
said that planning for the Brownton facili-
ties actually started nearly a decade ago as
UFC looked at ways to meet the changing
agricultural landscape. Marketing and fea-
sibility studies helped determine the site,
and the site chosen was based primarily
on access to north and south highway ar-
teries and the availability of a Class 1 rail-
road.

The north-south truck artery is provided
by Minnesota Highway 15, which inter-
sects with U.S. Highway 212, an east-
west corridor. And Twin Cities & Western

(TC&W) Railroad has a Class 1 short-line
rail that runs east-west just north of the in-
tersection of Highways 15 and 212.

Nielsen said that switching agreements
with TC&W and other railroads, such as
BNSF, Union Pacific and Canadian Pacif-
ic, allow UFC to transport grain to the
southwest, Canada, to the west coast for
shipment to Asia, and southeast to Chica-
go and the Carolinas.

“With the fertilizer facility, it’s the same
thing,” said Nielsen.

Potash is transported from Canada and

UFC

Turn to page 5
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SOYBEAN ADVOCATES

We are the soybean’s biggest fans!

At NorthStar Genetics, we take pride in our vast
network of seed growers, we have tested our
varieties in your area and we know we have the
right bean for your farm.

Visit our website to see our trial data map and to
find a dealer near you.

At NorthStar Genetics, we know beans.
www.northstargenetics.com
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Wishing everyone a safe and Q
successful planting season!

e, rouwour escy 2 |LIBERTY Lindeman Seed
XTEMR LINK @ 320-510-0189

Star

Genetics

Stay Connected While in the Field and Increase your
Range with The New Digital Technology

KENWOOD NEXEDGE

AUTHORIZED DEALER

| 320-587-9656
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WWW.TWOWAYMN.COM

320-523-5682

Schauer Construction Inc.

Glencoe, MN
Done ts youw J;ﬂw/f/aaf/b/(@ . smee 19747

We offer custom cut lumber for your order
Come see what | saw
We also purchase logs.
Give Virgil a call at 320-864-4453 * 612-280-6870

www.schauerconstructioninc.com
Licence#BC331123

Nobody knows the lay of
the land like we do.

115 cour tuart, wiherne Our nools ang,

LsaAgStancom

Ag5Star.com B866-577-1831
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Continued to page 3
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Winthrop plant halds 38 500 tons, The
former Brownton Coop Ag Center, with
which UFC merged in 2006, had a capaci-
1y af 1700 tons, which 1s similar 1o other,
samaller ]'.llitlll‘\. LD aovwiis i other Comiie-
il

It alser b5 very clficient, being able 1o
loend @ semd in aboul «ix MEnules, 3% coim-
pared g 30w 45 minutes o UFC's pther
i, N 1o Akenl l'|:|:|||i..-:-|.:r |'|I|.'|||:||r|g
cun b dope o obsouy o Usied of time need-
el sl other sebes
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for s own purposes, 11 also allows @ couw-
ple of its partners (o renl storage space for
thastr proslincts, %o thad I]u::.' alsoy can take
advantage ol the nearby rilrosd and high-
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“It"s kind of like owning an apartment
buibding,” said Nielsen, “You anly need
one apartment for yoursell, so you rem
ol thee rest

CHS, a regional conperative that 1s
o h'_l. Farmser-onvmed ConpeTalives
such as UFC, uses the facility vo store ni-
trogen. The advaniage o that, said
Mielsen, 1x that CHS can I."rl'il'l:u ||i1n:-].'_1:n Iy
the pliend all year rowincl, tham o iy Lo nish
tha I'I'I'll:llllll'.'l 10 when farmeers meed 010 for
applicition

Similarly, Mosaic stores potash at the
Facility, Formerly, Mosaic was storing its
product in railroad cars, and tmansporting
11 a% meeecled.

Mizlsen sauld the coopertion between
LUFC and its partners is win-win for all
the partpers have a strategic location to
sofe their product, from which they can

Iransport it 10 their other member coopera-

tives and customiers, and UFC has readily
available product w mis for femilizer, so
that 5 doesn’l bave 1o L|.'|,"FI % OWTI VY e
tory on land,

“Thix way, 1l |:|!|r|.uJ|.||.'lr caf be hamdled
oase e, which reduces o, makes us

UFC's new Pertilizer plant near Brownton will have an automated system for mi:Im;'

and loading. Pictured abave is the conirol roam in the ferilizer plant,

— i

Flctured is the interior of the fertilizer storage area of UFC's new facility northwest

of Brownton along Highway 15. The facility has a capacity of 52,000 tons, UFC
rents part of the storage area to pariners CHS and Mosaic.,

miore effickent, produces a better product
and is better for the environment,” said
Miclsen.

And while it seems big now, the fertiliz-

in the Glencoe Advertiser.
Call to place your ad
320-864-5518.

or fcility is built for possible expansion.
The storage facility can be pdded onio on
its sputh side, and the footings for the

mixing tower wiene bailt sturdy enough 1o

Iy U pdvertise your business
to over 13,000 homes
EACH WEEK in the

hodd @ higher-capacity tower i the future.

Mielsen and Juy Walterman, vice presi-
demt of special projects, also talked abou
the benefits of merging with the Brownton
Co-op Ag Center, which owned a ferilizer
fcility just south of URC's gruin facility,
The Ag Center also owned o graim eleva-
tor in the city of Brownton.

“It went from being o somewhat con-
tentious relationship w being o great part-
nership.” said MNielsen of the merger. "We
met and decided that we could be stromger
together,” Miclsen pdded that the merger
saved millions of dollars becanse LFC
coaild repurpose Brownton's existing fo-
cility, which is now the office hesdguir-
ters for the Brownton site.

“lt"s become the hub for the entire sie.”
suid Meelsen, whao sdded that Brownton
had recently constructed a very nice main-
tenance shed for equipment.

Wolterman said that abong with a build-
ing and equipment. the merger brought
somie highly experienced personnel,

“We lound o skilled group of manage-
miend leaders here, as well as some greal
people with experience in fentilizer appli-
cation.” said Walterman., "It was a tremen-
dows fit. we ve done a number of mergers,
but nore have gone as smasothly as this
one.”

Roger Trebbensee, former assistand
mimager for the Brownton Coop Ag Cen-
ter, will be the supervisor o the UFC’s
Browmton site.

Mielsen saidd the Facility will be openin
time Tor the spring planting season, hiov-
ing already browght in product. Liguid fer-
tilizer already is being mixed.

And he expects spring to be busy fior the
new facility.

“As you know, the fall was very wel, so
there wasn't very much ferilicer applied
after horvest.” saidl Mielsen. 5o we're ex-
pecting a very high volume spring.”

UFC also knewes thid the general public
has a kot of interest in the new Facility, and
has set an open hause for April 5 from 1
aam. to 3 pam

LIFC, headaguariered in Winthrop, has
ower 300 emiployees and fucilities in 11
communitics. It offers services in cnergy,
agronomy, noural gas, equiprmeent, feed,
grain wnd farmm supples.

[For more information, visit
www ufomn . com.
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Renville Co. farmer takes in Nat’l Biodiesel Conf.

Submitted photo

Joe Serbus of Bird Island.

WEATHERING
THE STORMS
SINCE 1893.

More than four generations of farmers have trusted Farmers Mutual Hail.
That’s just one reason we’re the respected leader in the industry.
Want more reasons? Call your local Farmers Mutual Hail agent.

Keith L. Scott Agency

Keith Scott
130 S. 8th St « Bird Island, MN 55310

320-365-3400 * 1-320-579-0552

LOOK FOR THE CLOUD

Finds attitudes toward biodiesel
to be changing for the positive

FARMERS MUTUAL HAIL INSURANCE COMPANY

By Ashley Alsum
Staff Writer

Held annually, the Na-
tional Biodiesel Confer-
ence brings together
industry experts and deci-
sion makers from around
the nation and even the
world. The 2017 gathering
was held Jan. 16 through
19 in San Diego, Calif. Joe
Serbus of Bird Island was
a representative of the
Minnesota Soybean Re-
search and Promotion
Council who attended the
event.

Serbus also attended
the event six years ago.
Since then, he said the at-
titude towards biodiesel
has changed for the better.
“Back then attention was
focused on promotion, to
get biodiesel recognized
and accepted. Now it is
well accepted and people
want to know how they
can get it and use it,” Ser-
bus explained.

The majority of
biodiesel is distilled in the
midwest and shipped
everywhere for use. The
two largest markets are in
California with their low

carbon demand and on the

East Coast where the fuel
is used to heat homes.

Minnesota produces
more than 60 million gal-
lons of biodiesel a year,
much of that made from
soybean oil. Only the oil
portion of the soybean is
used to process biodiesel,
leaving all of the protein
available for livestock and
people. Each year,
biodiesel adds approxi-
mately $237 million to the
state’s agriculture econ-
omy.

According to the Amer-
ican Lung Association of
Minnesota, the current use
of five percent and 10 per-
cent biodiesel blends re-
sults in greenhouse gas
emissions reductions equal
to removing 128,000 pas-

farm

you can afford.

Get your

insurance
in line this
spring...

= Y

o

from someone you know and trust.

Your local FarMutual agent knows about farming.
Let us help you select coverages you need at a price

Call us today to review your farm coverages.

FAR Y UTUAL

e [ISUT3NCE

Bird Island - Hawk Creek
Mutual Insurance Company
P.0. Box O
Bird Island, MN 55310-0200
320.365.3546

senger vehicles from the
state’s roads each year.

“In Minnesota, the re-
sults are clear. Biodiesel
has delivered economic
and environmental benefits
throughout the state,” said
Serbus.

The biodiesel confer-
ence was host to a variety
of sessions, many focusing
on the display of new
biodiesel vehicles. Other
topics included under-
standing low carbon mar-
kets, regulation, new
standards and the future of
biodiesel.

Minnesota was the first
in the nation to require 10
percent biodiesel, or B10,
in diesel blends sold during
the summer months. B10
is required from April 1 to
Sept. 30 and B is re-
quired during the remain-
ing winter months.

Serbus
Turn to page 7

—
=

...with protection you can count on
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Serbus: Biodiesel contributes $237 million per year to Minnesota ag economMy Continued from page 6

Minnesota will set B20, or 20 percent
biodiesel, as the fuel standard beginning
in the summer of 2018.

Serbus had a great conversation with
an attendee from Vancouver concerning
winter biodiesel use. People there had
concerns with performance in cold
weather. Serbus reassured him biodiesel
worked great in Minnesota year round
and should in Vancouver as well.

With a new political landscape, not
much is known about how it will affect
biodiesel yet. In the past, the administra-
tion has been supportive of the low car-
bon effort.

‘A new year and a new administration
can always present uncertainty in our in-
dustry,” said Serbus. “But our success as
an industry in Minnesota can be attrib-
uted to smart growth, and we believe
there’s an opportunity for continued
growth on a national level.”

Serbus pointed out it is crucial at this
time to continue to get the word out
about biodiesel. It is important to educate
new officials and remind returning office
holders of the impact the field has on the
economy. The continued support of the
rail transportation system to move the
product will play a large role in this as
well as helping to move agricultural prod-
ucts. Serbus also said there is a desire to
open more refineries in the midwest. He
hopes the process can be expedited. Cur-
rently it is @ minimum two-year process
just to get approval for the building of a

<2 .l

Submitted photo

Serbus is pictured amidst the Minnesota Soybean Research & Promotion Council (MSR&PC), the elected board
of soybean producers from Minnesota who direct investments of the state's checkoff dollars in programs designed
to increase profitability to Minnesota soybean farmers.

plant or expansion.

Serbus has seen nearly every aspect of
the ag process. He raises corn, soybeans
and sweet corn on 550 acres in the Bird
Island/Franklin area. Serbus has also
done crop adjustor work and currently

A
h

Joe O. Carilson

Senior Agricultural Lender

Telephone 320-584-5522 | Fax 320-584-8385
Cell 320-894-7231 | Direct Fax 320-826-2326
joe@pinecountrybank.com

412 Hwy. 10 N., PO Box 25
Royalton, MN 56373
www.pinecountrybank.com

<! Pine CountryBank

i M DR 1

Mrmber FOIC

Flora Mutual Ins. Co.

PO Box 368
Danube, MN 56230

888-826-2670
or 320-826-2374

Call for an
Agency
Near You!

» We provide you with all your farm
& home insurance needs

» Serving 13 counties for 120 years

» 20 agencies in a 50 mile radius

Judy Schroeder (Manager) - Norma Monson (Office Assistant)

works with buffers for the Farm Service
Agency.

“I’ve seen the impact to farmers from
all angles,” Serbus said.

He encourages all people involved in
ag, not just farmers, to share their stories

Marcus Well

Drilling, Inc.

e Well Drilling « Well Sealing
e Pump Repair * Water Lines
e Constant Pressure Systems

Farm and Residential
320-3203-3319

320-329-3562
Renville, MN

Professional & Experienced Staff

Scrap Iron, Tin, Wire, Cars, Trucks, Combines, Tractors
ANY FARM EQUIPMENT

and opinions with the community, neigh-
bors and legislators. Making the story of
ag heard is the first step towards change
and action.

“It 1s on all of us to take part and be
responsible,” said Serbus.

Mallak Trucking Inc.

Stepdecks * Dry Vans
* Hopper Bottoms

36334 US Hwy 212
Olivia, MN 56277
320-523-5029

Also...Aluminum Cans, Copper, Brass,
Aluminum, Radiators, Electric Motors,
Batteries
ALMOST EVERYTHING!

30806 360th St.
Redwood Falls, MN

N 018011 o Salvage aml Towmg, IIIC.

Monday thru Friday 8-6 » Saturday 8-Noon
Running Late;LJust Give a Call!

Charles W. Nelson
1-507-641-3061
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HUTCHINSON
FARM TOY &
COLLECTABLE
SHOW
March 11 & 12, 2017
NASCAR, Vintage Toys, Die Cast, Trucks,

& Farm Toys
Show Hours:

Sat., March 11,2017 9a-4p
Sun., March 12,2017 10a-3p
McLeod County
Fairgrounds
Hutchinson, MN

For more info., call: Tootie Sturges 320-587-9430

Driveways, Basements,
Shed Sites, Landscaping,
Farm Drainage
Septic Systems &
Snow Removal
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N
AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

®

iy,

INSURE CAREFULLY,
DREAM FEARLESSLY.

John Decker Agency
1006 Greeley Ave N
Glencoe, MN 55336

(320) 864-5548
Glencoe, MN 55336

Jay & Julene Borka
6381 230th Street
Winsted, MN 55395
320-485-2433
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KEN'S
EXCAVATING

SITE PREP &
BASEMENTS

Sermng You for 148 Years’

Property Insurance for
Farm ¢ Business * Home

Young America Mutual Insurance Co.
615 West 13th St., Glencoe, MN 55336-1000
320-864-3069 - Connie Jaskowiak, Manager
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Fri. 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

KleinBarx

THE FAMI LYABAN K

QPRTNERTING

AG PRODUCERS

Our commitment to you is truly

a partnership. Our Ag Business
Professionals work alongside you
to offer you the best opportunities.
Stop in or call us today.

Norwood Young America
952-467-5243

Don’t Know Where

Your Property Lines Are?
Buying or Selling Real Estate?

THEN YOU NEED THE HELP
OF A LAND SURVEYOR

SIBLEY SURVEYORS, INC.

Registered Land Surveyors
Avery Grochow - Gaylord, MN

BENBER Member FDIC ﬁL ’%‘Toﬁjl:gics ( 507 ) 23 7 '52 12
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e 10| Ag Specialists Can Handle
Concrete )

Footings Steps
Patios Foundations
Sidewalks » Basements

ROCKHﬂRD _=

Stamped & Colored Concrete

Owner: Ross Horstmann * Silver Lake
320-327-2104 + Cell: 320-296-6061

Viasonry
Driveways Floors
Repair Tear Out

Exposed Aggregate
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All Your Ag Production Needs

Big Gain Feed
Rolling, Mixing, Feed Delivery
TMR Balancing & Formulating

Full-Service Grain Facility
Direct Ship Grain

Dekalb Seed/Asgrow Seed
Direct Seeding Alfalfa
Custom Application & Spraying
Liquid Fertilizer & Chemical Needs
VRT Liquid Floater

Ag Specialists

320-238-2188
Plato
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By Lori Copler
McLeod County Chronicle

ost people don’t think of soy-
beans as having uses outside
of food production.

But the next time you’re driving in
Hutchinson, think about this: you may
well be driving on a sealant derived in
good part from soybeans.

At their January annual banquet, mem-
bers of the McLeod County Corn & Soy-
bean Growers Association learned how a
soy-based product, RePLAY, may be ex-
tending the lives of roads in the city of
Hutchinson.

John Olson, the city of Hutchinson’s
public works director, told those present
about how RePLAY is preserving pave-
ment.

Although Olson has roots in agriculture
— he grew up on a farm west of Spicer —
he admits to being leery when RePLAY
was proposed to him as a product.

“Quite frankly, in my business, I've
heard a lot of snake oil pitches,” said
Olson. “I have to admit I was kind of
skeptical”

Olson said the city worked with
McLeod County to obtain an Operational
Research Assistance grant to try out the
product, which first came on the market in
about 2010. The city and county decided
to test the product on a 15-year-old trail
near the county fairgrounds, a driveway
and near Menard’s in Hutchinson.

According to an informational sheet
from Bio-Pave Products, LLC, which
makes RePLAY, the sealant is made 40

BUY
10CA

SUPPORT OUR
FAMILY, FARMS

percent from soybean oil and is 88 percent
bio-based overall. It reverses oxidation in
asphalt by adding polymers. There is no
petroleum in the sealant.

Olson said the product is easily applied,

lot of research into its effectiveness, he
said he had some “anecdotal evidence”
from his maintenance crew who had to
drill through asphalt treated with Re-

PLAY: “It took forever to jackhammer

using a pickup-mounted tank with a spray
bar. Hand sprayers are used to reach hard
to reach places.

Once it is applied, “it looks wet for
about two weeks,” said Olson. But it can
be driven upon within a half-hour of its
application, Olson added.

Olson said that while there has been a

through that.”

Olson said that use of RePLAY has in-
creased the span of time between required
treatments. Using RePLAY has pushed a
chip seal treatment from one to three
years out to six to eight years. Now, Olson
said, the city wants to experiment with a
second application of RePLAY to see if it

e .

Alsleben Livestock Trucking
Adam and Wanda Alsleben, owners — Over 32 years experience

* Runs made daily to Haas

* Weekly runs to Zumbrota & Custom Hauling ®
Contract prices available on cattle of 20 head or more

“I have buyers for steers and cows.”

Phone 320-864-4509 Cell 320-510-1392

=y

Livestock & O & S Cattle

Guaranteed price on farm with no commissions!

Want to get
ON-LINE

Contact us to inquire about
how you can get your ad onling
and get exposure to our web

FCI[ T @ e taffc of over 33,000 vsitors

Chronicle/
T16 E. 10th St., Glencoe

month for only *7.00!

Advertiser
. Call 320-864-5518

Soybeans: Not Just For Food

can delay a chip seal application even
longer.

Olson said a RePLAY success story can
be found in the area of McLeod Avenue
and Sixth Avenue in Hutchinson. The
roadway was rebuilt in 2009, and had
crack filling and an application of Re-
PLAY in 2012.

He joked that there are two types of
pavement “cracked, and will crack.”

But an assessment of the McLeod Av-
enue/Sixth Avenue area in 2014 showed
no new cracks, and that the existing
cracks had stopped spreading.

Along with preserving asphalt for a
longer period of time, Olson said Re-
PLAY has three other benefits: it’s cost ef-
fective, it can be applied over striping and
paint, and it does not hurt vegetation.

Currently, the cost is about $1.50 per
square yard to apply.

Unlike oil-based sealants, RePLAY
dries clear, so pavement does not have to
be repainted or striped again.

“It will not be the only answer forever
and ever,” said Olson, “but it does extend
the time for treatments to be done. It
about doubles the time before we need to
do a chip and seal.”

RePLAY also is developing a treatment
product for concrete, Olson said, and he
looks forward to experimenting with the
product as well.

Because of Olson’s and the city of
Hutchinson’s willingness to try RePLAY,
the association presented them with the
“Friend of Agriculture Award” at the ban-
quet.

I
CONGRATULATIONS

ON YOUR BOUNTIFUL HARVEST.

You have worked hard,
and now could be the right
time to keep your crop
working for you, even after
the harvest, by investing
the proceeds into your
retirement.

Edward Jones can help you
create and implement a
saving and investing strategy
designed to help you achieve

your financial goals.

Call today to schedule

a complimentary
portfolio and retirement
planning review.

Kirk A Miller

Financial Advisor

1215 Greeley Avenue
Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-4397

www.edwardjones.com Member sipc

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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An early s

By U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
D-Minnesota

sugar beet grower told us about
Ahow crop insurance is working
for his farm in the Red River
Valley. A school board member in Canby
is concerned about meeting the food needs
of local families. An ethanol producer
shared his plans to expand his operation
and hire more workers. And a Morristown
turkey grower knows all too well the risks
that come in her line of work thanks to
outbreaks like the 2015 avian flu.

My staff and I heard these stories and
more during our Farm Bill and rural econ-
omy tours. We joined with agriculture
leaders from around the state and hosted
Minnesotans at forums and meetings in 16
counties to hear their priorities for the
next Farm Bill, as well as ideas for our
rural economy.

Despite recent challenges like the avian
flu outbreak, intense flooding, and low
commodity prices, Minnesota’s 75,000
farms have continued to produce and help
feed the world. In order for them to con-
tinue meeting those challenges head on,
lawmakers need to provide the certainty
and stability they need for effective long-
term planning. That starts with a strong
Farm Bill, which is why I'm kicking off
2017 with a focus on its 2018 reauthoriza-
tion.

As a member of the Senate Agriculture
Committee, I know there’s plenty to be
proud of in the current Farm Bill.

One provision I worked to pass helps
clear the way for more young people who
want a career in agriculture. By reducing
the cost of insurance and eliminating ad-
ministrative fees for producers in their
first five years, we’ve reduced barriers to
starting a farm and expanded access to
crop insurance for young farmers. And
cultivating the next generation of farmers
is important to the future of our rural
economy — the average Minnesota
farmer is 55 years old.

But we know there’s room for improve-
ment, too. During our tours, farmers and
trade groups underscored the importance
of maintaining a strong crop insurance
program. They also stressed the need to
adjust our dairy and commodity support
programs, ensuring they better reflect
market realities and are more consistent
county to county.

Looking ahead, I want to keep an em-
phasis on improving our rural develop-
ment programs, including grants for busi-
nesses and housing and water and espe-
cially broadband infrastructure.

Expanding access to high-speed internet
is one of the best investments we can
make. With just a percentage point in-
crease in new broadband distribution, em-
ployment expands by 300,000 jobs. Still,
more than 50 percent of households in
Minnesota townships lack broadband ac-
cess.

In Marshall, we heard stories about
Minnesotans being left to cope without a
high-speed connection. Take Nathan
Green, who recalled his hopes of moving
with his wife Laura and daughter to their
family farm. That dream ended when they
realized there was no broadband access at

the farm. Laura telecommutes for work,
and their daughter’s education will depend
on a high-speed connection — without
broadband, the move was a nonstarter.

That’s unacceptable. We can do right by
our rural communities by seizing the op-
portunity to expand broadband access
through the Farm Bill’s Rural Develop-
ment Title.

And let’s help ensure that we remain the
top turkey producer in the country and
that natural disasters or outbreaks like the

—

Engineered
for performance.

« Innovative

- Powerful
. Reliable
Versatile
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for practicality.

« Productive

3038 Compact tractor

avian flu don’t spell the end for a family
farm by strengthening the safety net and
mandatory livestock disaster funding.

Minnesota’s agriculture community
makes the most of their seasonal opportu-
nities. Nationally, we rank near the top in
wheat, corn and soybean production each
year. That strong output is part of a major
economic force: Minnesota’s agriculture
industry is the fifth largest in the country
and supports nearly 350,000 jobs across
the state.

See us today for more information.
@ JOHN DEERE ‘ e

MIDWEST
MACHINERY CO

1025r with loader

art on a strong farm bill

As I was reminded time and time again
across our state, federal agriculture poli-
cies matter not just to farmers but to
everyone in rural Minnesota. I am com-
mitted to working with my colleagues
from both sides of the aisle for an even
stronger Farm Bill.

www.mmcjd.com
www.wegotgreen.com
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Buffer strip near Mankato, MN.

Water Buffer Strips: The Controversy

By Rich Glennie
Correspondent

innesota’s buffer law was signed
Minto legislation in June 2015, then
the manure hit the fan.

As a result of blow back from farmers and
others in agriculture, the bill, aimed at filtering
out phosphorus, nitrogen and sediment from
farm runoff into the state’s rivers and streams,
was revisited in the 2016 legislative session
and some of the bill’s language was clarified.

The original bill signed by Gov. Mark Day-
ton mandated a 50-foot buffer along all of the
state’s waterways, including public and private
ditches.

When revisited in 2016, that was amended

to a 50-foot average buffer with a minimum
30-foot buffer on lands adjacent to public wa-
ters, and those areas would be identified on a
buffer map established by the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR).

What hasn’t changed is the start of the new
law. Beginning Nov. 1, 2017, buffers must be
seeded along all public waters. On public
drainage systems, the deadline is Nov. 1,
2018. That regulation requires a 16.5-foot
minimum width buffer on lands adjacent to

public ditches as identified on the buffer maps.

The penalty for noncompliance is $500 day,
according to Ryan Freitag, director of the Soil
and Water programs in the county. But the
penalty is not enforceable until 11 months
have passed. Freitag also is the interim county

chouer s

' Virgil ® Lynn

Glencoe, Minnesota

320-864-4453

1

e Market Lambs ® Wether Dam Ewe Lambs

* Breeding

Stock

lhms@embargmail.com

director of the Wetland Conservation Act Gov-
ernment Unit, a position held by Roger
Berggren, who recently retired.

Two big questions: Who enforces the new
regulations and how are farmers to be com-
pensated? Both are still in limbo.

That needs to be decided by March 31, ac-
cording to Larry Phillips, a director with the
Buffalo Creek Watershed District (BCWD).
“Will the county or watershed be the buffer
cops?”’

If the county and watershed district do not
want the responsibility, then the state, through
its Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR), may take over. “I don’t know if we

want the state to decide,” Phillips added.
skokokosksk
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TAX PREPARATION
SERVICES

LiBerRTY
Tax
SERVICE

921 12th Street E 1310 Hwy 15 S
Glencoe, MN 55336 Hutchinson, MN 55350
320-864-4007 320-204-3868

866-871-1040 LibertyTax.com

For new customers. Valid at participating locations. Cannot be
combined with other offers or used toward past services. One
coupon per customer and per return. Other exclusions may apply.
Void where prohibited by law. Valid 3/1-4/10/2016.

Now that the 2017 Minnesota Legislature is
in the hands of Republicans, the buffer legisla-
tion may be revisited again because “it needs
modifications and changes,” according to state
Rep. Glenn Gruenhagen, R-Glencoe.

While Gruenhagen said there is a bill intro-
duced to repeal the buffer legislation entirely,
he has not signed on, yet, “because the gover-
nor will not sign it.”

Instead, Guenhagen said he would favor
amending the bill to give more local control to
county commissioners and local soil and water
conservation boards.

The original author of the buffer legislation,

Buffer Strips
Turn to page |3
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Buffer Stl"ipS said of the 2016 amendments, “but 16-1/2 feet
. (along ditches) is not enough.”

Continued from page | | [— e While the buffers are meant to filter out pol-
Rep. Paul Torkelson, R-Hanska, indicated the T lutants like nitrogen and phosphorus, the legis-
goal was to have the state BWSR act as “a - lation does not address open intakes into wa-
guidance authority;” others around the state | — - terways, Schultz said.
did not see it that way. . s o “The buffer is just the first step. The next

Gruenhagen said the modifications need to step is to eliminate tile lines from directly

consider many
other items, like
buffers where
land slopes from
a ditch, what is a
private vs. public
ditch, what is the
pay for the
buffers and who
enforces the reg-
ulations. And
what is the
penalty for non-
compliance? he
said.

“A lot of Republicans support the repeal of
the (buffer) bill,” Gruenhagen said. The House
author is Rep. Steve Green, R-Fosston, and
there are 12 co-authors, all Republicans.

The bill needs to more clearly define the au-
thority of the county boards and soil and con-
servation boards “to determine if the buffers
are necessary. Leave it up to local people to
decide,” he added.

Gruenhagen also had a problem with the
DNR’s mapping out the buffer areas because
of the hundreds of errors in the mapping
process. He said the original DNR buffer map
had everything as a public ditch.

Another clarification is to provide compen-
sation to farmers for removing private proper-
ty from production. It has been estimated that
700,000 acres would have been taken out of
production under Dayton’s original 50-foot
mandate in 2015.

Phillips agreed. “How do you take (16.5
feet of) land and not compensate for it?”” He
added there is no
stipulation in the
legislation to
compensate an
agency if a
farmer says: “I’'m
not going to do
it. Take me to
court!”

That could
cost some agency
like BCWD
about $10,000 to
$20,000 in court  Larry Ph|"|p5
costs, Phillips
said, “and no way to get those dollars back.
The rules are pretty foggy, yet.”

Phillips said the buffer bill “was rolled out”
in the last two days of the (2015) session and
was passed and signed on the last day.

Freitag said the idea of the buffers was

Glenn Gruenhagen

Another example of a buffer strip

brought up by the governor at the 2014 Pheas-
ant Fest. Then at the 2015 legislative session is
was fast-tracked. “I was kind of surprised” on
how fast the legislation was passed and signed
into law, Freitag added.

While “an awful lot of people are comfort-
able with the
law,” Phillips
said, “it does not
solve all prob-
lems.” There was
no compensation
factor.

He said he has
heard all kinds of
reactions from
local farmers.
“Farmers are not
super against it,’
Phillips added, butRyan Freitag
some ditches need
a 40-foot easement and some are private ditch-
es with no buffers. “We need to push careful-
ly,” with farmers, he said.

The amendments to the buffer bill in 2016
“helped, but pay is the big issue. They should
be compensated for it,” Philips said. Losing
property throughout the state “all adds up.”

County Commissioner Doug Krueger said
he knows of several local landowners “who
are really impacted. The major hurdle will be
taking somebody’s property without compen-
sation.”

While Krueger said “there is a lot of good
in this (bill),” he did not like the governor’s
original mandate.

Phillips agreed and added many landowners
do not feel it’s a bad deal, “but the bill was not
well put together.”

As to the 2017 session Philips said he
would not be surprised to see “some massag-
ing to make it more palatable.”

Freitag said there was a bill to award coun-
ties $100,000 a year to enforce the buffer reg-
ulations, but that was lost when Gov. Dayton
vetoed it in 2016. It was expected counties
would receive $100,000 annually under that

bill.

The county will decide in a month or month
and a half, “if the money is enough, Freitag
said. “The state wants the locals to handle it. If
not, the state will enforce it.”

Freitag also was surprised at the reaction of
area farmers. “Reactions are all across the
board. I expected a lot of frustration. At least
they are not killing the messenger. Most un-
derstand the need.”

It takes time to write new policies, Freitag
added.

Krueger agreed. He said it takes about four
years to properly implement a law like the
16.5-foot buffer. The state expected to get it
done in two years. “It’s all right for the gov-
ernment to be assertive, but the fastest it can
be done is four years.”

sfskoskoskosk

Roger Schultz, a supervisor with the
McLeod County Soil and Water Conservation
Board, said he is “to-
tally in favor” of the
new buffer regula-
tions, even though
most farmers may
not agree.

The regulations
should be the same
as the buffers around
lakes — 50 feet, he
said, because any
waters that end up in
public waters
“should be included.”

Schultz said he lived along Buffalo Creek
when he farmed, and the creek took some
sharp drops along the way. He said he always
maintained grass buffers. That told him how
far the nutrients went off the fields and into
the buffers “because the grass grew taller
there. I found out that 30 feet of grass filters
them (nutrients) out.”

Schultz said local control is important be-
cause what happens here and conditions in
northern Minnesota or elsewhere are differ-
ent.”There should be minimum standards,” he

Roger Schultz

JACKELS & 1R0ss CONCRETE INC.
COMMERCIAL * AGRICULTURE * IRESIDENTIAL
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lL.AZER SCREEDING

(320) 395-2717
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going into ditches and streams,” Schultz said.
“The tile lines need to go through the buffer
strips.”

Krueger said the drain tile work has already
begun in McLeod
County. “Farmers
are going along
with it. They don’t
want to operate in-
takes anymore.
Farmers know they
have to address
runoff. They don’t
want their farm land
to run off.”

But he said Gov.
Dayton had a
“knee-jerk” reaction Doug Krueger
with his 2015 buffer
bill. “The Governor does that a lot.”

“But to be honest, it’s needed,” Krueger said
of buffer strips. “I’ve been on both sides of the
fence. I don’t see hard fights, but there will be
some.”

Schultz said farmers argue that when they
bought their land, they own the land. “It’s not!
When a farmer purchases land, it’s for the
right to use it. Land belongs to the whole
world.”

McLeod County is the northern-most coun-
ty in the regional Soil and Water Conservation
District, which includes southern Minnesota.

“Something has to be done,” Schultz said of
the filtering buffers. He said farmers are
changing, especially when fertilizer costs con-
tinue to rise. They are applying fertilizer in a
more efficient way by applying it when a crop
like corn “actually can use it,” and not in the
fall when some of the fertilizer can run off or
leach away.

“Ninety percent of farmers are good stew-
ards of the land,” Schultz said.

He has been a McLeod County SWCD su-
pervisor for about 20 years. One benefit of the
new legislation is that county commissioners
are now meeting with SWCD supervisors.
“All these years, they never came to our meet-
ings,” he added. “It’s nice to see.”

He said the establishment of ditch commit-
tees is important. “County ditches have been
so neglected over the years.”

Krueger said the county ditch committees
are designed to help empower and educate
farmers in their district so they can help the
commissioners in finding solutions.
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Rural America:
A Fading Reality

wo stories crossed my desk today that spot for agriculture is organic farming and spe-
I both have me a bit concerned. First, cialty. Personally, I support both 100%, but
the population of rural American is isn’t production agriculture a major bright spot
down to 17%, the lowest in history. The factis, too? Certainly the chairwoman needs to under-
young people are moving to larger cities and

stand that.
not staying in rural areas.
There are a myriad of rea-
sons to point to, more
jobs, the cost of gas and
energy and the lifestyle.
But through this, were
have been our leaders
talking about the positives
of rural America. I don’t
believe I have ever heard
the president speak up for
farmers or rural American
opportunities. And if you
listened to me in the past,
I have said this about
leaders from both political parties. We don’t
have the support from the top.

Both of these make my
point. While American
farmers literally feed our
country and millions
around the world, when do
any leaders ever say only
thing positive about what
farmers do? It’s no wonder
there isn’t a lot of incentive
to stay in rural America.

I’ve said it before, but it
bears repeating, American
Agriculture is one of the
few bright spots in a dismal
economy. Thanks to the
American farmer for being innovative, produc-
tive and getting the job done. It’s time some of
our leaders begin to say that as well.

Lynn Ketelsen

Then recently, the Chair of the Senate Ag

committee said in a speech that the real bright tor Linder Farm Network.

Lynn Ketelson is the Farm Director

COUNTRY
STORE

A division of Munson Lakes Nutrition, LLC

80 years of animal experience

HOWARD LAKE COUNTRY STORE
601 6% Street, Howard Lake, MN 55349
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
320-543-3517 ¢ country@hutchtel.net « MunsonLakes.com

We have what you need

Trusted Brands
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-

Livestock fountains & parts

POWDER RIVER

B sevensian

We carry a wide variety of livestock

equipment including panels and gates We stock Smidley Steer Stuffers

& Calf Creeper feeders

We also carry ...

Red Wing Shoes « Carhartt « Farm Oyl « Weaver Leather « Purina Mills « Mazuri
If we don’t have it, we can order it!

New Listings Needed!

Buyerns rvadlabite.

We have buyers willing to pay top dollar for

farm land. If you are looking to sell your f
or just downsize the number of acres you
GIVE US A CALL.

Buying and selling
farms for 47 years
in the McLeod,
Carver, Renville
& Sibley County
areas!

EXSTED
REALTY

z|24 10th St E Glencoe
(320) 864-5544

Rebecca
www.exstedrealty.net Tuchtenhagen

Future of the Farm

| WITH ESCALATING COSTS AND AN UNPREDICTABLE
ECONOMY, THE RISKS IN FARMING ARE GREATER
THAN EVER. RCIS IS DEDICATED TO MINIMIZING
FINANCIAL RISKS FOR FARMERS AND WILL BE FOR
GENERATIONS TO COME. CALL YOUR RCIS® AGENT.

‘ We grow stronger every day — together ™ | B2 RCIS'

Professional Insurance Providers
Contact Terry, Ron or Ben today!

Ron Molstad
(320) 864-1603

Glencoe, MN

This entity is an equal opportunity provider. @ 2013 Rural Community [nsurance Agency, Inc. All rights reserved.

Ben Beckman
(320) 864-1602

Terry Jones
(320) 864-5581
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Residential & Commercial
Plumbing ¢ Heating ¢ Cooling

* Installation, Replacement or Repair o -
* Geothermal Experts
* Radiant in the Floor Heating Got Land?

« Rotobrush® Air Duct Cleaning Ask us about. . . 4 Upper Midwest

» And More NORTHERN / Land rents N7 Management

v Land values

NORTHERN PLUMBING &' HEATING, INC. v Land as an investment  Your land professionals in the Upper Midwest:

320-523-5862 * 808 East DePue Ave. * Olivia
www.northernplumbingheating .com

CALL GREGG HELIN FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

v 1031 Exchange Real Estate, Auction, Appraisal, Farm Management
Call Upper Midwest Management today!
Toll Free 866-332-8211
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JohnBenson  Craig Gariner ~ Steve Helmer  GeryKodet  Keith Potter
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FARM LOANS

* Operating Loans

o Livestock Loans

* Machinery Loans

 Real Estate Loans
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320-329-8377 or 800-962-7007 * www.coopcountry.com Member FDIC
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Renville - Dale Filzen SEEDS
Co-op Country Farmers Elevator

Mycogen is a brand name. Numbers identify hybrids®, ™ Trademarks, registered or applied for by Mycogen Corporation.
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EPA & Federal Agencies:
Above The Rest!

federal court ruled this week that the
AEPA violated the Freedom of Infor-
mation act when they made public
not only the names of thousands of farmers,

but confidential information about their farm-
ing operations. It was in-

cases millions of dollars. But if the reverse is
true, what happens to the EPA? Does anyone
get reprimanded? Does anyone lose their job?
Do those harmed get any restitution? The an-
swer to all three is no, nothing happens. And it
wasn’t that long ago our

formation that was no
ones business, except the
individual farmers. The
EPA said they simply
followed the law, others
said it was an informa-
tion dump to give infor-
mation to environmental
groups the EPA is in bed
with.

Anyone with any com-
mon sense knew at the
time this was an out of

Lynn Ketelsen

own EPA caused one of the

biggest toxic dumps in his-

tory in Colorado, and again,
nothing was done.

It’s time federal agencies
are held to the same stan-
dards that those they are
supposed to serve are held
to. If they break the law,
those who made the decision
need to be fired or at the
least get a demotion. Time

and time again we see an out

control EPA, and the rul-
ing of the court confirms it.

So now what happens? If a farmer does
something the EPA doesn’t like, even in cases
where they are following state law, the EPA
fines them hundreds of thousands and in some

'lw;!
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of control burocracy making
decisions that hurt the public, and nothing is
done. Time has come for accountability, and
the EPA is a good place to start.

Lynn Ketelson is the Farm Director
for Linder Farm Network.
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Attention Farmers. . .

Do you want Trusted, Reliable Service?

Now is the time to protect your crop input cost!
February Meetings Coming Soon...RSVP Today!

Duane Jindra Crop Insurance Agency has been committed to
serving you with honest, reliable and trusted service for over 30 years.

For 2017 a new private add-on which can guarantee up to 95% of
your average yield is available.

If you want a company you can count on to be there at claim time with
excellent service, let Duane Jindra Crop Insurance Agency help you
choose the right policy that gives you the protection and peace-of-
mind that you deserve.

Call Duane Today!

Deadline to purchase is Wed., March 15

e

(320) 587-2612
Clocktower Office Plaza
720 Century Ave. SW, Suite 109
Hutchinson, MN

Duane ]indra

Crop Insurance Agency

Lic. #676751
This Institution is an

equal opportunity provider

QUALITY AND EXPERIENCE
THAT YOU CAN TRUST

LG ~ MPS
Mycogen ~ Stine
Corn ~ Soybeans ~ Oats ~ Wheat ~ Barley
Alfalfa ~ Forage/Pasture Mixes ~ Lawn Seed

Thalmann Seeds Inc.
Plato, MN - (320] 238-2185
Grow With Us!

O Trrax<

Truck Repair

S20-864-4357
2735 12™ ST., GLENCOE

On-Site Repairs Available

GAVIN, WINTERS
& LONG, LTD.

Glencoe’s Local Attorneys

Accident & Death Cases,

Work Compensation,

Elder Law, Medical Assistance,
Trusts, Estate Planning, Probate,
Real Estate, Corporate & Business,
Divorce, Custody, Child Support,
Criminal, DWI, Trials, Bankruptcy,
Bill Collection, Municipal &
Utility Law, Mediation.

www.goslawfirm.com
320-864-5142
1017 Hennepin Ave. N.
Glencoe, MN 55336

Lawyers:

Michael M. Gavin
Jody L. Winters
Amber R. Donley
Mark W. Ostlund
Caleb C. Rannow

BERGMANN'’S

CELEBRATING 39 YEARS OF SERVICE!

Tha ill—l-| iy,

I llfeﬂﬁljﬂfd 12 Months Same as Cash!’

[ PR A ———

e
Bergmann Interiors was great to work with. We had purchased flooring from another
company and the installation did not go well. We then contacted Bergmann Interiors to
see if they could help correct the issues. Their customer service was wonderful. Both
their Technician and Design Consultant were great! We are now very pleased with the
outcome and will use Bergmann Interiors in the future.

~ Ron & Terri Bonstrom, Watertown

8 “We Got You Covered!”

INTERIORS
* Counter Tops

* Floor Coverings
¢ Window Treatments

Call 320-864-6754
for your FREE IN-HOME
appointment.

=

Visit BergmannInteriors.com

*Various restrictions, limitations and minimums may apply.
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Zenk finds success growing navy bean crop

By Dick Hagen
Correspondent

For Olivia farmer and
Northarvest Bean Growers Asso-
ciation Director Jim Zenk, the
2016 harvest was his 50th and
last. His corn, soybean and hog
operation even included edible
beans the past 47 years.

Zenk started farming in 1966
after coming home from Air
Force basic training (plus six
years in the Minnesota Air
Guard). “Word got around that I
bought a nearly-new John Deere
4020 and two neighbors came
over wanting me to rent their
farms,” related Zenk. Yes, some
rocky, poorly drained and over-
priced extra acres were available
he said.

He recalls some tough times
the first few years but says farm-
ing has always been exciting,
even though financially painful
at times.

Always curious about ‘what’s
new,” Zenk and his dad starting
raising pinto beans in 1970 after
a processing plant was built at
neighboring Bird Island. A few
years later a new navy bean pro-
cessing plant was built at Olivia,
only six miles from his farm. So
the Zenk's shifted to navies

which Jim says are easier to ever since.

grow. He’s been growing navies

“In the early days of edibles

Submitted photo

Northarvest Bean Growers Association Director and Olivia resident, Jim Zenk.

growers were in and out. Prices
weren’t predictable. And harvest-
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i
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=1

T
www.citizensalliancebank.com g
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ent Needs.

Farm & Commercial Storage Bins, Grain Hopper Tanks, Grain Dryers,
Top Dry Systems, Galvanized Fans & Heaters, Floors & Supports,
Bucket Elevators & Chain Conveyors,

Pro Equipment Sales

West Highway 212 & 71 ¢ Olivia, MN 56277
320-523-5050

www.proequipmentsales.com

Grain Systems

Your Complete Systems Manufacturer.

Terry’s
Body Shop

* Free Computerized * Glass Replacement

« Estimates * Quality Paint Jobs

« Collision Specialist

DEPENDABLE, RELIABLE AND EXPERIENCED

Terry Hemingsen
320-523-2561

1502 W. DePue Ave. * Olivia

ing was an issue because we did-
n’t have strong, ‘stand up’ genet-
ics. But now the guys that grow
navy beans grow them every
year as part of their rotation,”
said Zenk. He estimates about
20 percent of area farmers are
growing Navy beans. Why? Be-
cause navies have been more lu-
crative than corn and soybeans
the last few years.

“It’s a ‘black ink’ crop and
that’s the reason. Break evens are
doable on navies. However be-
cause it’s an edible product you
have to be more careful in har-
vest and handling. But with that
comes the reward of better prof-
its.”

Current board price at ADM,
Olivia processing center is
$27/cwt. In 2016 prices ranged
in the mid $20s. Jim’s son Rob is
manager of the Olivia facility
and said contracts would be
available for the 2017 crop. “But
we don’t yet have contract prices.
Typically growers will contract
about 1 ton per acre, however
2400 to 2700 pounds. per acre
are common these days. We’ll
have plenty of seed.” Edible bean
seed 1s produced mostly in Idaho.

Zenk
Turn to page 20

Join the crowd

Huseby Insurance
Agency

Jeff Huseby
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OLIVIA MACHINE SHOP, INC

South on Hwy 71 Olivia, MN
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* Bearings
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* Torches & Tanks

* Pipe Fittings

+ Cable

* Hydraulic Hoses & Adapters

+ Jonsered Chainsaw &
Trimmer/Brush Cutters

* Bolts — By the Pound

* Roller Chain & Sprockets
* Welding Supplies
* Hyrdraulic Adapters
+ PVC Plastic Pipe & Fittings
* Log Chain, Hooks & Binders
* Welding & Repair
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— Portable Welding
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Zenk: Navy beans proving more profitable than traditional crops at present continued from page 1o

Jim Zenk is wrapping up his 12th year
as a board member of the Minnesota Dry
Bean Research & Promotion Council.
“Yes, edibles have a world market. I've
learned a lot about marketing and been to
places and met growers from all over the
continent.” Travels included a food show
in Germany a few years ago where he met
food buyers and sellers from all over the
world. “When they found out I was a U.S.
farmer who grows these beans they
wanted to buy directly from me. They
didn’t understand these beans aren’t
saleable directly from the farm.”

About six years ago Zenk’s trade mis-
sion travels took him to Golombian where
people eat lots of beans similar to a pinto.
“We came away empty handed, but the
next team convinced the Colombian food
trade people to try a few of our American
edibles. And now Colombia is a major
importer of U.S. pinto beans.” Great
Britain continues the number one export
market for U.S. navy beans; Mexico 1s
number one for pinto beans. However
Bush Beans, Wisconsin is the primary
purchaser of Midwest edible beans.

Zenk sees a bright future for edible
beans as people look for low-cost protein
sources. “Beans are high quality protein
and cheaper than meat. We haven’t
scratched the surface on future demand
for dry edible beans.”

Yes, lots of changes in dry bean pro-
duction today compared with the 1970s.
“Back then we had a puller, a machine

About Northarvest Bean Growers Association

dry beans. NBGA:
and communications

the region

for thousands of farmers.

dark red kidney and pink bean.

issue, BeanGrower.

Created in 1976 as a cooperative effort between dry bean growers in North
Dakota and Minnesota, Northarvest Bean Growers Association (NBGA) provides a full
range of services and funding to help producers and shippers supply the world with

* Helps fund export marketing initiatives, advertising, trade shows, public relations,

* Funds research to improve the quantity, variety, and quality of dry beans grown in

* In 1960, the number of farmers raising dry beans in the Northarvest region could
be counted in single digits. Today, we're a leading producer and shipper of dry beans

* North Dakota, Minnesota and Michigan lead the U.S. in production of pinto, navy,
» Other classes include black, light red kidney, small red, great northern, cranberry.

Northarvest Bean Growers Association, Frazee, MN 56544. Phone: 218-334-635
email: nhbean@loretel.net. Some content of this story was sourced from January 2017

that literally pulled the plants out of the
soil surface into a windrow. “It was night
work to minimize cracking of the pods. It
was messy work. We’d always end up with
some dirty beans. Running those beans
through your combine was a mess and
hard on your combine too.

“But when newer varieties let us direct-
cut and better flex heads became avail-
able, we could virtually shave the
ground.”

Two more new products made the har-
vest even better.” We started using a new
desiccant that killed the beans just a few
days ahead of harvest. This greatly mini-
mized moisture issues. Plus field rollers
came on big time. Stomping root balls

Larkin Tree Care &

Landscaping, Inc.

*Tree & Shrub
Trimming &
Removal
*Stump Grinding
*Landscape
*Design/Installation
*Pavers, Retaining
Walls

Insured - Licensed
Doug Larkin Christa Larkin

Arborist Designer

(320) 329-3855
Renville, MN

Olivia
Pet Clinic

Where we treat
your pet like family

Bobbi L. Kopel, DVM

1605 W. Lincoln Avenue

320-523-3550

Monday - Friday
8:00a.m. — 5:00p.m.

SAUNDERS MERTENS SCHMITZ, P.A,

Certified Public Accountants

Laurie A. Schmitz, CPA
Dawn M. Mertens, RAP

145 S. Main Street » Bird Island, MN 55310
Phone: (320) 365 - 4620

Website: www.smscpafirm.com

into the soil greatly cleaned up the har-
vest.”

Zenk chuckles, “Considering all the
problems we had with this ‘new’ crop in
those first years you wonder why we kept
on but soybeans were about $3 and we’d
get expect only about 30 bushel yields.
Pintos were 10 cents in those days and we
could expect 2,200 pound. yields!”

Zenk’s son Rob, has taken over the
farming chores. What advice for the new
kid on the block? “The more things
change, the more they stay the same. The
concern with our growers today is the
price isn’t good enough and there are al-
ways disease potentials. Those two are
pretty much the same concerns we had 46

THURSTON
GENETICS

2920 Lincoln Ave.
Olivia, MN 56277
320-523-1400

years ago.”

Zenk thinks Northarvests’” commitment
to research and promotion is part of the
reason for the evolution of production
practices and improved pest and disease
products. “Like every other commodity,
we have a checkoff (10 cents/cwt.)
Checkoff money used for research proj-
ects at NDSU, SDSU and other locations.
I’'ve been on the research committee. De-
ciding what particular research project
we’re putting our grower’s check off dol-
lars into is always interesting.”

Zenk is upfront about the edible bean
industry and the value of the checkoff.
“Without new genetics, new products and
practices over the years, I really don’t
think we’d be much of an industry today.”

Contracts with growers used to direct
pricing with the edible bean industry.
Growers need to do the pencil pushing to
compare relative ‘break even’ figures.
Zenk speculates 28-30 cents would be
probable prices going into the 2017 crop
season.

Even though Zenk and wife Dianne
have now moved into Olivia, Jim admits
he’ll probably be at the farm more often
than needed. “I’'m not much of a hunter
or fisherman. I don’t golf but suppose I
could learn. But I'm pretty certain my son
will need me once in awhile...even if it’s
just a trip into town for something.”

Automotive,
Agricultural,
Industrial

Auto Value Parts
620 Highway Avenue
Bird Island, MN
320-365-3781
Stop in for our FILTER SALE!
March 6th through 31st

BIRD ISI_.AND
SOIL SERVICE

- Complete Line of Fertilizers
DRY - NH3 - NAF Micro

Lime & Application
* Full Line of Quality Seed
- Soil Test to 4 ft
- Count on us this spring

Brad Aaseth, Manager * Bird Island, MN
320-365-3655 * 1-800-369-2812
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SOIL SERVICECENTER
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State, business leaders talk water quality action

By Scott Tedrick
Editor

Amidst the first quarter of the new year,
Governor Mark Dayton has been champi-
oning the policy visions that will be the focus
of the of his remaining time holding the
state’s highest elected of-
fice. During a pair of re-
cent state-wide events,
the Governor’s Town
Hall Water Summit and
Environmental River
Congress, Dayton high-
lighted water quality as
one of his top priorities.
going so far as to declare i
2017 a “Year of Water ~ Mark Dayton
Action” and calling for
the emergence of a state-wide water ethic
that is framed around a commitment to
reach bold water quality goals that will re-
quire both innovation and collaboration to
be realized.

Five-hundred attendees, plus an addi-
tional 170 participating via a satellite viewing
location at University of Minnesota’s St.
Paul, Duluth and Crookston campuses, were
a part of the on ITtiday, Jan. 27 Governor’s
Town Hall Water Summit held at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Morris. There, a
keynote speech by former Cargill CEO
Greg Page provided those in attendance
with in-depth consideration of just what
the water quality ethic means for state agri-
culture—and how taking steps to make im-
pactful, economical ly efficient actions are
not always easy as they might seem.

Water quality goal

By inciting an aggregate of water quality
efforts, Dayton has set a “25 by ‘25" Water
Quality Goal, which he hopes to have ap-
proved by the legislature to spur innovation
and collaboration around strategies to im-
prove Minnesota’s water quality 25 percent
by 2025.

“Without additional action, the quality of
Minnesota’s waters is expected to improve
only six to eight percent by 2034,” according
to information from Governor’s office. “If
approved by the Legislature, Governor Day-
ton’s proposed new goal would engage local
governments, farmers, scientists, environ-
mental groups, and business leaders in a col-
laborative effort to address Minnesota’s water
quality challenges.”

“Without an ambitious, achievable goal,
the quality of our water will continue to dete-
riorate,” said Governor Dayton. “Min-
nesotans must set this goal now, and then
work together to achieve it. I ask all Min-
nesotans to join me in finding solutions that
will ensure our children and grandchildren
inherit clean water to drink, swim, and fish
in. This 1s everyone’s challenge, and every-
one’s responstbility.”

Achieving a 25 percent improvement in
water quality statewide would require Min-
nesota to take aggressive, yet achievable ac-
tion. It also would help Minnesota meet
existing commitments to reduce phosphorus
12 percent by 2025 and nitrogen 45 percent
by 2040 in the Mississippi River.

Governor Dayton’s “25 by ‘25” Water
Quality Goal would not add additional regu-

lations. It is instead a call to action to drive

Submitted photo

500 were on site for the Governor’s Water Summit at U of MN, Morris.
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Governor Dayton has declared 2017 the “Year of Water Action.”

public engagement and partnerships to ad-
dress the state’s growing water quality issues.
The goal also would be flexible, allowing
each of Minnesota’s eight local watershed re-
gions to decide which pollutants to address,

and strategies to employ.

Water quality
Turn to page 22

o Drill New Wells

o Geothermal Drilling

o Pumps - Sales & Service

o Waterline Installation

o Old Water System Updates

o Water Sampling

o Pressure Tank Sales & Installation
o Well Sealing

o [rrigation Wells

7 Day Service

Since 1956
ERVIN WELL COMPANY
1312 West DePue Ave. * Olivia, MN
320-523-1621

1-800-582-6133 (toll free)
www.ervinwellmn.com
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Water quality: Former Cargill CEQ, Page, sounds off on quality efforts as keynote continued from page 21

Greg Page

For over a little over a
year and half] or since the
introduction of the water
buffer -bill debate, former
Cargill CEO, Page, has im-
mersed himself in under-
standing the water quality
discussion in hopes and con-
tributing to the develop-
ment of worthwhile
initiatives to address the
water quality problem.

Page framed his speech
around the concept that ad-
dressing water quality in
Minnesota means coming to
face-to-face with a “wicked
problem,” which is to say “a
problem that doesn't have
any solution that is more
virtuous on every dimen-
sion.”

A term he picked up
during his 42 years working
with leaders of government
and business, Page said
wicked problems are the
toughest to deal with be-
cause addressing one aspect
of the problem may create
other drawbacks for parties
also tied to the issue. Thus,
priorities have set to be col-
lectively, and action taken
together. Which is tough
when it comes to wicked
problems.

Page provided a couple
examples both abstract and
directly attributable to the
Governor’s present water
quality policy and action.

In one instance, he re-
called speaking to an audi-
ence in California and
asking the question, “who
here has switched to cage
free eggs?” En masse the au-

Greg page

Page is the retired Chair-
man and Chief Executive
Officer of Cargill, Incorpo-
rated. He served as Execu-
tive Director of Cargill in
2015 and, 2016, as Execu-
tive Chairman from 2013
to September 2015, and as
Chief Executive Officer
from 2007 to 2013. He
was elected to the Carsgill
Board of Directors in 2000
and was elected Chairman
of the board in 2007.

dience raised their hands,
prompting Page’s follow up
queries:

“For those of you raising
your hand, how many have
calculated the impact that
decision has on your green
house gas footprint?”

Amidst silence, he con-
tinued, “And what about the
water footprint of that deci-
sion.

Crickets.

“And the impact on de-
forestation?”

Page explained the move
cage-free increases the foot-
print of all these, for in-

stance doubling the amount
of the green house gas out-
put of a non-cage-free facil-
ity.

“They’ve made a choice
[to switch to cage-free eggs]
and if animal welfare is im-
portant to you, so be it and
that’s fine and many compa-
nies are responding to that
desire. But people need to
realize the second order
consequence that other peo-
ple hold dear are important,
significant and negative...”

No single drop
responsible for the flood

Another question pre-
ceded his second example
and was directly attributable
to Dayton’s present policy
involving the $500 million
state and federal appropria-
tion to improve nitrate con-
centrations in state waters.

“I want everyone to ask
themselves, if T had $500
million to spend to address
nitrates in water how would
I spend it?” he said.

As it is, Dayton’s plan
will see the expenditure
used to put 60,000 acres of
low quality ag-land out of
production and into conser-
vation—an amount that
constitutes one-third of one
percent of the tilled land in
Minnesota.

Running the numbers,
Page said, “If we assume we
take out the ‘right land’ and
that land contributes ni-
trates at three times the rate
[on average], then by doing
this we would get rid of one
percent of all nitrates.

“The vision is to remove
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The above visual was utilized by Page during his keynote speech at the Gov-
ernor’s Town Hall and Water Summit held Friday, Jan.27 at U of MN, Morris.

45 percent of all nitrates,
but if this is the only tool we
use then it would cost $23
billion to reach our goal.”
Both examples are some-
what sobering, illustrating
the extent of the wicked
problem that the state and
nation must address. As
such, Page said solutions
will not come from discus-
sions in which individuals
hold “narrow and vehement
perspectives,” geared only
in consideration of a single
priority whether animal,

agricultural, economic, en-
vironmental or the like.

The remainder of Page’s
address dove-tailed with
Dayton’s championing of a
water quality ethic, focusing
on the idea that change was
only to happen through cre-
ative, bold and broad-based
solutions born out of discus-
sions from the full spectrum
of interests operating in the
respect of priorities shared
cumulatively.

And, for that, individuals
as a state-wide and national

community must agree on
the future people to bring
into being and then have
the kind of trust and respect
required amongst each sec-
tor to manifest it into reality.

“Every Minnesotan
should feel accountable,”
Page said, as he stood in the
foreground of a large visual
of a droplet of water featur-
ing the caption: “No rain
drop takes responsibility for
the flood.”
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Schjenken looks back on 37 years with beet coop

By Dick Hagen
Correspondent

Rarely does a person
have 37 years experience
with one employer. Meet
Mike Schjenken. He retired
Feb. 7 after 37 years as a
fieldsman with Southern
Minnesota Sugar Beet
Growers (SMSBC). He
smiles over memories of
the past 37 years and days
ahead giving him unlimited
‘Grandpa Time’ with his
seven grandchildren.

But first some history:

In March 1971, mem-
bers of the Southern Min-
nesota Beet Growers
Association were informed
they no longer had a mar-

ket for their beets. Why?
The old, outdated process-
ing facility at Chaska was
shutting down. Small size,
obsolescence, high cost of
freighting beets, costly ren-
ovation and adding pollu-
tion controls were the
reasons. In essence time
had caught up with this fa-
cility.

But that didn’t shut
down the ambitions of
beet growers. They imme-
diately began searching for
a way to build a sugar fac-
tory to be owned by the
growers themselves. The
obstacles and hurdles en-
countered seemed insur-
mountable at times, but
perseverance prevailed.

Submitted photo

The SMBSC general office entrance.

By October 1972, the
Growers Association had
formed a new cooperative,
a suitable site had been se-
lected, and preliminary
groundwork had been laid
in pursuit of their goal - a
sugar factory to serve the
needs of the approximate
300 growers involved. By
March 28, 1973, the
newly-formed cooperative
was ready for a gala
ground-breaking event for
a $60 million sugar pro-
cessing facility.

Construction began in
earnest in May of 1973,
with completion expected
in time for the first harvest
in the fall of 1974. How-
ever, setback after setback
such as a shortage of
equipment for the factory,
strikes by the construction
workers, and the ever elu-
sive finalization of the fi-
nancing package generated
delays.

However by Spring
1975, the outlook was bet-
ter. Approximately 50,000
acres of sugar beets were
planted! Despite the many
problems, and the not-
quite-complete factory, a
3-day dedication celebra-
tion happened in July
1975. On Oct. 14, 1975,
the slicing of 768,000 tons
of sugar beets began!

Enter Mike Schjenken.
In March, 1980 he began
his 37 year career as an
Agriculturist for this still
very young sugar beet co-
operative. Mike officially
retired Feb. 7, 2017. “I feel
blessed to have been a part
of this co-op. God truly
watched out for me and
our growers. I have met
many good people thru the

Schjenken
Turn to page 24
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Schjen ken: hard to imagine area community without the impact of the SMBSC continued from page 23

years. I can’t imagine what this area
would be without SMSBC generating
extra income for our growers and employ-
ees,” related Schjenken.

Credit for Mike’s love of agriculture
goes to his farming dad, Art Schjenken,
an active farmer who also was President
of the Renville County Farmers Union.
Mike was 14 when his father’s life was
suddenly cut short in a tractor accident.
Mike realized his path to farming was not
to be but he wanted to work in agricul-
ture. Education to the rescue. His Ag
teacher, Gil Warriner, suggested Mike en-
roll in the 2-year Ag Technology course at
Willmar (now Ridgewater Community
College). That led to his first job at Polar
Chemicals and Gas at Cosmos; next as
Fertilizer and Chemical manager at his
home town Sacred Heart Elevator.

Enter destiny: With the advice of
SMSBC fieldman Del Paschke, Mike got
an interview with Ed Tanner, at that time
the sugar beet co-op’s Agricultural Man-
ager. It worked! In March, 1980, Mike be-
came a fieldman for SMBSC. Newly
married to his wife Mary, his first area
was Bird Island, Hector and Buffalo Lake
(north of 212). “My mentor and close
friend was my fellow fieldman, Leroy
Sager. He taught me a lot about being a
fieldman. Mike Holien and Ken Dahl
were also fieldmen at that time.”

“Yes, those first couple of years were
big learning experiences for me,” admits

SOUTHERN MINNESOTA
BEET SUGAR COOPERATIVE

GENERAL OFFICE

Submitted photo

Souther Minn. Beet Sugar Cooperative General Office signage.

Mike. “I knew something about fertilizer
and Ag chemicals. But the sugar beet is a
particular plant. There’s only one way to
treat a sugar beet crop and that’s the right
way. My growers were my best teachers.
Growers like Dale Rudeen, Swede Elfer-
ing, Leroy Stamer, Buford Broderius, Eu-
gene Kramer, Allen Walter and Ray
Fischer. They just took a special interest
in teaching me about sugar beets. These
guys were the real pros. The sugar beet
was their livelihood. They just seemed to
know the tendencies of this crop like it
was part of their family.” Each SMBSC
fiecldman worked with about 60 growers.
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In those days raw seed and a variety of
planters that spaced the seeds two to three
inches apart was the process. That meant
lots of migrant labor to thin down to 100-
120 stand counts (nine inches apart).
Some growers were still in 30-inch rows.
“But a change in payments in the early
80’s got most growers to switch to 22-inch
rows. Chemicals we used back then were
ridiculous, almost killing the beets to con-
trol weeds. My recommendations for
weeds fried many a beet crop. Yes growers
were upset.

“A good crop was 18-20 ton with 15.5
to 16 percent sugar. I recall 54,000 acres

were planted in 1982 after a disastrous
1981 crop mainly due to Cercospora (a
deadly fungus disease). End result that
year was 13 tons and 13 percent sugar.
Stock was selling for as little as $20; some
even given away. But we rebounded in
1982.”

Harvest was the big rush for SMBSC
fieldmen. Mike had piling sites at Bird Is-
land and Redwood Falls. He hired the
crews and managed the sites on a 24-hour
call basis. “Back then we didn’t do 12
hours on and 12 hours off. My veteran
site crews and Leroy carried me that first
year. Hard to believe now but tandem
trucks did all the hauling...very few semis
were on the scene in those days. We had
two mechanics with Hilb Eitel heading up
the 24-hour crews. We fieldmen made
small repairs as we could and carried
some parts.”

However change was coming on fast...
with better machinery, chemicals and
seeds. Pattern tiling was catching on. And
the introduction of Poast from BASF
made grass control a thing of the past.
Plus growers started stretching their rota-
tions...beets every three years on the
same ground. “Yields and sugars were in-
creasing with these better agronomic
practices,” noted Mike.

Schjenken
Turn to page 25
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Schjen ken: Early 90s saw SMBSC increase in size, eclipsing 100,000 acres continued from page 24

He recalls a few huge weather chal-
lenges too. In the mid 80’s relentless rains
from Gulf area hurricanes slowed harvest.
“Then a foot of snow when we were only
30 percent harvested simply shut us down.
I thought the crop was history as I drove
through snow banks to get to our pilers.
Events like that I’'m certain generated lots
of prayers. The Lord must have been lis-
tening. The weather cleared and fields
dried so we could get going on Oct. 21.
We got the entire crop harvested by Nov. 4!

In 1985 the co-op went up to 60,000
acres and also started a research depart-
ment headed by Mark Law. Mike helped in
research when he could. In 1988 Ken
Dahl was promoted to Ag Superintendent
and 70,000 acres were planted. Good
thinks kept happening. The co-op in-
creased to 100,000 acres in 1991-92 and
fieldmen Les Plumley and Mark
Bloomquist were hired.

“Having good crews and foremen at my
piling sites really make harvest more liv-
able. We enlarged with two new piling lo-
cations at Clara City West and Maynard.
By 1994 the coop was planting about 40
percet pellets instead of raw seed. That
made for better spacing and the advan-
tages were obvious when it came to top-
ping and lifting. Tachigaren fungicide
came in somewhere in this time frame and

Schjenken
Turn to page 26
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Submitted photo

The general office of the Southern Minnesota Sugar Beet Cooperative located in Renville.
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