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By Lori Copler
McLeod County Chronicle

Crop production in the Midwest has
changed dramatically in a quarter-century.

Four-row corn planters have given way
to planters of up to 24 rows. The planting
season used to last 30 days, now that has
been compressed to about a week. Better
fertilizer, seed and growing practices have
dramatically boosted average crop yields.
Now, farmers bring their crops to grain el-
evators by the semi load, rather than the
past practice of tractor-pulled gravity
boxes.

And those dramatic changes have re-

sulted in a dramatic change in the land-
scape just northwest of Brownton along
Highway 15 — the construction of a huge
grain-handling “hub” which opened in
2012 and, now, a large fertilizer facility
that will open in time for this spring’s
planting season.

And while United Farmers Cooperative
(UFC), which built the facilities, took all
of the changes into account while plan-
ning the facility, the driving factor on its
location was how to move large quantities
of product in an efficient and timely man-
ner. In the spring, that means getting fer-
tilizer in and, in the fall, it means moving

crops out to market.
Jeff Nielsen, UFC’s general manager,

said that planning for the Brownton facili-
ties actually started nearly a decade ago as
UFC looked at ways to meet the changing
agricultural landscape. Marketing and fea-
sibility studies helped determine the site,
and the site chosen was based primarily
on access to north and south highway ar-
teries and the availability of a Class 1 rail-
road.

The north-south truck artery is provided
by Minnesota Highway 15, which inter-
sects with U.S. Highway 212, an east-
west corridor. And Twin Cities & Western

(TC&W) Railroad has a Class 1 short-line
rail that runs east-west just north of the in-
tersection of Highways 15 and 212.

Nielsen said that switching agreements
with TC&W and other railroads, such as
BNSF, Union Pacific and Canadian Pacif-
ic, allow UFC to transport grain to the
southwest, Canada, to the west coast for
shipment to Asia, and southeast to Chica-
go and the Carolinas.

“With the fertilizer facility, it’s the same
thing,” said Nielsen.

Potash is transported from Canada and

This is an aerial view of the new United Farmers Cooperative (UFC) fertilizer facility, set to open this spring near Brownton. The photograph was taken from the top of
UFC's neighboring grain-handling facility.

New UFC Facility: Meeting The Changing 
Needs Of Agriculture 

Green Isle, MN 55338
Bus. 507.326.7901     Fax 507.326.3551

www.vosconstruction.com

- Design Build Services              
- General Contracting                
- Construction Management   
- Metal Buildings                         
- Structural Steel                          
- Architectural Sheet Metal      
- Membrane Roofing                  

                  
Family Owned and Operated Since 1959

1320 Pryor Ave. 
Glencoe

320-864-6222

575 Jefferson St. 
Hutchinson

320-234-9690

Let Mike & Lyle 
handle all your car care needs.

See Us for 
COMPLETE AUTO CARE

• Oil Changes • Engine Diagnostic •

• Electrical • Tune-Ups •

• Transmissions • Brakes •

• Exhaust • Struts & Shocks •

• Fuel Injection • Tire Sales & Service •

The
Best Shopin the
Area

UFC
Turn to page 5
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Stay Connected While in the Field and Increase your
Range with The New Digital Technology

426 1st Ave. SE, Hutchinson
320-587-9656

HUTCH@TWOWAYMN.COM

35473 US Hwy. 212, Olivia
320-523-5682

JACK@TWOWAYMN.COM

WWW.TWOWAYMN.COM

AUTHORIZED DEALER

®

2-WAY RADIO 
SALES & SERVICE

Schauer Construction Inc.
Glencoe, MN
“Done to your specifications . . . since 1974”

We offer custom cut lumber for your order

Come see what I saw
We also purchase logs.

Give Virgil a call at 320-864-4453 * 612-280-6870

www.schauerconstructioninc.com
Licence#BC331123

At NorthStar Genetics, we take pride in our vast 
network of seed growers, we have tested our 

varieties in your area and we know we have the 
right bean for your farm. 

 Visit our website to see our trial data map and to 
find a dealer near you.

At NorthStar Genetics, we know beans.
www.northstargenetics.com

Wishing everyone a safe and
successful planting season!

Lindeman Seed
320-510-0189
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Call for an

Agency 

Near You!

Judy Schroeder (Manager) • Norma Monson (Office Assistant)

PO Box 368 
Danube, MN 56230

Scrap Iron, Tin, Wire, Cars, Trucks, Combines, Tractors
ANY FARM EQUIPMENT

Also...Aluminum Cans, Copper, Brass,
Aluminum, Radiators, Electric Motors, 

Batteries
ALMOST EVERYTHING!

30806 360th St.
Redwood Falls, MN

Charles W. Nelson
1-507-641-3061

Monday thru Friday 8-6 • Saturday 8-Noon
Running Late...Just Give a Call!

Pick Up &

Containers 

Available

• Well Drilling • Well Sealing
• Pump Repair • Water Lines

• Constant Pressure Systems

Farm and Residential
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John Decker Agency

1006 Greeley Ave N

Glencoe, MN 55336

(320) 864-5548

Glencoe, MN 55336

INSURE CAREFULLY, 
DREAM FEARLESSLY.

Custom Baling
Big Square 3’x3’
Round 4’x6’
• Wrapper &
Teder Rental
Available

JD’s
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KEN’S
EXCAVATING

SITE PREP & 
BASEMENTS

MATERIAL
HAUL

HUTCHINSON
FARM TOY &

COLLECTABLE
SHOW

March 11 & 12, 2017
NASCAR, Vintage Toys, Die Cast, Trucks, 

& Farm Toys
Show Hours:

Sat., March 11, 2017 9a-4p
Sun., March 12, 2017 10a-3p

McLeod County 
Fairgrounds

Hutchinson, MN
For more info., call:  Tootie Sturges 320-587-9430
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Driveways, Basements,
Shed Sites, Landscaping,

Farm Drainage
Septic Systems &
Snow Removal

Jay & Julene Borka
6381 230th Street

Winsted, MN 55395
320-485-2433

Serving You for 148 Years!

Young America Mutual Insurance Co.
615 West 13th St., Glencoe, MN 55336-1000
320-864-3069 - Connie Jaskowiak, Manager

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Fri. 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Property Insurance for
Farm • Business • Home

Don’t Know Where

Your Property Lines Are?

Buying or Selling Real Estate?

THEN YOU NEED THE HELP
 OF A LAND SURVEYOR

SIBLEY SURVEYORS, INC.
Registered Land Surveyors

Avery Grochow - Gaylord, MN

(507) 237-5212

■ Footings ■ Steps ■ Driveways ■ Floors
■ Patios ■ Foundations ■ Repair ■ Tear Out
■ Sidewalks ■ Basements ■ Exposed Aggregate
■ Stamped & Colored Concrete

Free Estimates
Owner: Ross Horstmann • Silver Lake

320-327-2104 • Cell: 320-296-6061

Ag Specialists Can Handle
All Your Ag Production Needs

Ag Specialists
320-238-2188

Plato

Big Gain Feed
Rolling, Mixing, Feed Delivery
TMR Balancing & Formulating

Full-Service Grain Facility
Direct Ship Grain

Dekalb Seed/Asgrow Seed
Direct Seeding Alfalfa

Custom Application & Spraying 
Liquid Fertilizer & Chemical Needs

VRT Liquid Floater



By Lori Copler
McLeod County Chronicle

Most people don’t think of soy-
beans as having uses outside
of food production.

But the next time you’re driving in
Hutchinson, think about this: you may
well be driving on a sealant derived in
good part from soybeans.

At their January annual banquet, mem-
bers of the McLeod County Corn & Soy-
bean Growers Association learned how a
soy-based product, RePLAY, may be ex-
tending the lives of roads in the city of
Hutchinson.

John Olson, the city of Hutchinson’s
public works director, told those present
about how RePLAY is preserving pave-
ment.

Although Olson has roots in agriculture
— he grew up on a farm west of Spicer —
he admits to being leery when RePLAY
was proposed to him as a product.

“Quite frankly, in my business, I’ve
heard a lot of snake oil pitches,” said
Olson. “I have to admit I was kind of
skeptical.”

Olson said the city worked with
McLeod County to obtain an Operational
Research Assistance grant to try out the
product, which first came on the market in
about 2010. The city and county decided
to test the product on a 15-year-old trail
near the county fairgrounds, a driveway
and near Menard’s in Hutchinson.

According to an informational sheet
from Bio-Pave Products, LLC, which
makes RePLAY, the sealant is made 40

percent from soybean oil and is 88 percent
bio-based overall. It reverses oxidation in
asphalt by adding polymers. There is no
petroleum in the sealant.

Olson said the product is easily applied,

using a pickup-mounted tank with a spray
bar. Hand sprayers are used to reach hard
to reach places.

Once it is applied, “it looks wet for
about two weeks,” said Olson. But it can
be driven upon within a half-hour of its
application, Olson added.

Olson said that while there has been a

lot of research into its effectiveness, he
said he had some “anecdotal evidence”
from his maintenance crew who had to
drill through asphalt treated with Re-
PLAY: “It took forever to jackhammer

through that.”
Olson said that use of RePLAY has in-

creased the span of time between required
treatments. Using RePLAY has pushed a
chip seal treatment from one to three
years out to six to eight years. Now, Olson
said, the city wants to experiment with a
second application of RePLAY to see if it

can delay a chip seal application even
longer.

Olson said a RePLAY success story can
be found in the area of McLeod Avenue
and Sixth Avenue in Hutchinson. The
roadway was rebuilt in 2009, and had
crack filling and an application of Re-
PLAY in 2012.

He joked that there are two types of
pavement “cracked, and will crack.”

But an assessment of the McLeod Av-
enue/Sixth Avenue area in 2014 showed
no new cracks, and that the existing
cracks had stopped spreading.

Along with preserving asphalt for a
longer period of time, Olson said Re-
PLAY has three other benefits: it’s cost ef-
fective, it can be applied over striping and
paint, and it does not hurt vegetation.

Currently, the cost is about $1.50 per
square yard to apply.

Unlike oil-based sealants, RePLAY
dries clear, so pavement does not have to
be repainted or striped again.

“It will not be the only answer forever
and ever,” said Olson, “but it does extend
the time for treatments to be done. It
about doubles the time before we need to
do a chip and seal.”

RePLAY also is developing a treatment
product for concrete, Olson said, and he
looks forward to experimenting with the
product as well.

Because of Olson’s and the city of
Hutchinson’s willingness to try RePLAY,
the association presented them with the
“Friend of Agriculture Award” at the ban-
quet.
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CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR BOUNTIFUL HARVEST.

You have worked hard, 
and now could be the right
time to keep your crop
working for you, even after
the harvest, by investing
the proceeds into your
retirement. 

Edward Jones can help you
create and implement a 
saving and investing strategy
designed to help you achieve
your financial goals. 

Call today to schedule 
a complimentary 
portfolio and retirement
planning review.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Kirk A Miller
Financial Advisor
.

1215 Greeley Avenue
Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-4397

Alsleben Livestock Trucking
Adam and Wanda Alsleben, owners — Over 32 years experience

• Runs made daily to Haas Livestock & O & S Cattle • 
• Weekly runs to Zumbrota & Custom Hauling •

Contract prices available on cattle of 20 head or more
“I have buyers fo r steers and cows.” Guaranteed price on farm with no commissions!

Phone 320-864-4509 Cell 320-510-1392

Soybeans: Not Just For Food

Contact us to inquire about
how you can get your ad online
and get  exposure to our web

traffic of over 33,000 visitors a
month for only $7.00!

Chronicle/Advertiser
716 E. 10th St., Glencoe • Call 320-864-5518

Want to getWant to get

ON-LINEON-LINE

EXPOSURE?EXPOSURE?



By U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
D-Minnesota

Asugar beet grower told us about
how crop insurance is working
for his farm in the Red River

Valley. A school board member in Canby
is concerned about meeting the food needs
of local families. An ethanol producer
shared his plans to expand his operation
and hire more workers. And a Morristown
turkey grower knows all too well the risks
that come in her line of work thanks to
outbreaks like the 2015 avian flu.

My staff and I heard these stories and
more during our Farm Bill and rural econ-
omy tours. We joined with agriculture
leaders from around the state and hosted
Minnesotans at forums and meetings in 16
counties to hear their priorities for the
next Farm Bill, as well as ideas for our
rural economy.

Despite recent challenges like the avian
flu outbreak, intense flooding, and low
commodity prices, Minnesota’s 75,000
farms have continued to produce and help
feed the world. In order for them to con-
tinue meeting those challenges head on,
lawmakers need to provide the certainty
and stability they need for effective long-
term planning. That starts with a strong
Farm Bill, which is why I’m kicking off
2017 with a focus on its 2018 reauthoriza-
tion.

As a member of the Senate Agriculture
Committee, I know there’s plenty to be
proud of in the current Farm Bill.

One provision I worked to pass helps
clear the way for more young people who
want a career in agriculture. By reducing
the cost of insurance and eliminating ad-
ministrative fees for producers in their
first five years, we’ve reduced barriers to
starting a farm and expanded access to
crop insurance for young farmers. And
cultivating the next generation of farmers
is important to the future of our rural
economy — the average Minnesota
farmer is 55 years old.

But we know there’s room for improve-
ment, too. During our tours, farmers and
trade groups underscored the importance
of maintaining a strong crop insurance
program. They also stressed the need to
adjust our dairy and commodity support
programs, ensuring they better reflect
market realities and are more consistent
county to county.

Looking ahead, I want to keep an em-
phasis on improving our rural develop-
ment programs, including grants for busi-
nesses and housing and water and espe-
cially broadband infrastructure.

Expanding access to high-speed internet
is one of the best investments we can
make. With just a percentage point in-
crease in new broadband distribution, em-
ployment expands by 300,000 jobs. Still,
more than 50 percent of households in
Minnesota townships lack broadband ac-
cess.

In Marshall, we heard stories about
Minnesotans being left to cope without a
high-speed connection. Take Nathan
Green, who recalled his hopes of moving
with his wife Laura and daughter to their
family farm. That dream ended when they
realized there was no broadband access at

the farm. Laura telecommutes for work,
and their daughter’s education will depend
on a high-speed connection — without
broadband, the move was a nonstarter.

That’s unacceptable. We can do right by
our rural communities by seizing the op-
portunity to expand broadband access
through the Farm Bill’s Rural Develop-
ment Title.

And let’s help ensure that we remain the
top turkey producer in the country and
that natural disasters or outbreaks like the

avian flu don’t spell the end for a family
farm by strengthening the safety net and
mandatory livestock disaster funding.

Minnesota’s agriculture community
makes the most of their seasonal opportu-
nities. Nationally, we rank near the top in
wheat, corn and soybean production each
year. That strong output is part of a major
economic force: Minnesota’s agriculture
industry is the fifth largest in the country
and supports nearly 350,000 jobs across
the state.

As I was reminded time and time again
across our state, federal agriculture poli-
cies matter not just to farmers but to
everyone in rural Minnesota. I am com-
mitted to working with my colleagues
from both sides of the aisle for an even
stronger Farm Bill.
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An early start on a strong farm bill



By Rich Glennie
Correspondent

Minnesota’s buffer law was signed
into legislation in June 2015, then
the manure hit the fan.

As a result of blow back from farmers and
others in agriculture, the bill, aimed at filtering
out phosphorus, nitrogen and sediment from
farm runoff into the state’s rivers and streams,
was revisited in the 2016 legislative session
and some of the bill’s language was clarified.

The original bill signed by Gov. Mark Day-
ton mandated a 50-foot buffer along all of the
state’s waterways, including public and private
ditches.

When revisited in 2016, that was amended

to a 50-foot average buffer with a minimum
30-foot buffer on lands adjacent to public wa-
ters, and those areas would be identified on a
buffer map established by the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR).

What hasn’t changed is the start of the new
law. Beginning Nov. 1, 2017, buffers must be
seeded along all public waters. On public
drainage systems, the deadline is Nov. 1,
2018. That regulation requires a 16.5-foot
minimum width buffer on lands adjacent to
public ditches as identified on the buffer maps.

The penalty for noncompliance is $500 day,
according to Ryan Freitag, director of the Soil
and Water programs in the county. But the
penalty is not enforceable until 11 months
have passed. Freitag also is the interim county

director of the Wetland Conservation Act Gov-
ernment Unit, a position held by Roger
Berggren, who recently retired.

Two big questions: Who enforces the new
regulations and how are farmers to be com-
pensated? Both are still in limbo.

That needs to be decided by March 31, ac-
cording to Larry Phillips, a director with the
Buffalo Creek Watershed District (BCWD).
“Will the county or watershed be the buffer
cops?”

If the county and watershed district do not
want the responsibility, then the state, through
its Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR), may take over. “I don’t know if we
want the state to decide,” Phillips added.

*****

Now that the 2017 Minnesota Legislature is
in the hands of Republicans, the buffer legisla-
tion may be revisited again because “it needs
modifications and changes,” according to state
Rep. Glenn Gruenhagen, R-Glencoe.

While Gruenhagen said there is a bill intro-
duced to repeal the buffer legislation entirely,
he has not signed on, yet, “because the gover-
nor will not sign it.”

Instead, Guenhagen said he would favor
amending the bill to give more local control to
county commissioners and local soil and water
conservation boards.

The original author of the buffer legislation,
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• Market Lambs • Wether Dam Ewe Lambs 
• Breeding Stock Locally Owned & Operated Since 1959

Downtown Hutchinson
320-587-8356

COUPON

12% OFF
Storewide On Any 
Footwear Purchase

ON ANY REG. PRICED FOOTWEAR
Not valid with other offers.

Expires 4/30/17
• Redwing
• Dansko
• Keen
• SAS

• New Balance
• Clark
• Hush 

Puppies

• Rockport
• Powerstep

Orthotics
• Florsheim

1 % OFF
®®

866-871-1040 LibertyTax.com
ff

15% OFF
TAX PREPARATION

SERVICES

921 12th St E
Behind City Center
Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-4007

l d
axTTayyTtLiber866-871-1040

320-864-4007
55336MNGlencoe,
CenterCityBehind
ESt12th921

ff
omax.c

55336
Center

For new customers. Valid at participating locations. Cannot be 
combined with other offers or used toward past services. One

coupon per customer and per return. Other exclusions may apply.
Void where prohibited by law. Valid 3/1-4/10/2016.

921 12th Street E
Glencoe, MN 55336

320-864-4007

1310 Hwy 15 S 
Hutchinson, MN 55350

320-204-3868

Buffer strip near Mankato, MN.

Buffer Strips
Turn to page 13

Water Buffer Strips: The Controversy
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Farmers Co-op Oil in Renville &
Olivia carries Premium Diesel Fuel

and

Bulk Lube Oils On 
Sale March 1 - April 30

As near to you as your phone!

Renville Office

212-1-Stop

Olivia Cenex Cenex C-Store

Call Now!

Farmers Co-op 
Oil Company

Renville Cenex 
C-Store

J&R EElectric, IInc.

• RESIDENTIAL

• COMMERCIAL

• FARM

80829 County Road 13, Olivia, MN 56277
Phone: 320-523-2252

www.CornCapitalInnovations.com

       From one 

generation to the next

    A great 

hand in farming

“A Great Hand In Farming”

Production FinancialsMarketingCrop Insurance

Ben Hillesheim
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Rep. Paul Torkelson, R-Hanska, indicated the
goal was to have the state BWSR act as “a
guidance authority;” others around the state
did not see it that way.

Gruenhagen said the modifications need to
consider many
other items, like
buffers where
land slopes from
a ditch, what is a
private vs. public
ditch, what is the
pay for the
buffers and who
enforces the reg-
ulations. And
what is the
penalty for non-
compliance? he
said.

“A lot of Republicans support the repeal of
the (buffer) bill,” Gruenhagen said. The House
author is Rep. Steve Green, R-Fosston, and
there are 12 co-authors, all Republicans.

The bill needs to more clearly define the au-
thority of the county boards and soil and con-
servation boards “to determine if the buffers
are necessary. Leave it up to local people to
decide,” he added.

Gruenhagen also had a problem with the
DNR’s mapping out the buffer areas because
of the hundreds of errors in the mapping
process. He said the original DNR buffer map
had everything as a public ditch.

Another clarification is to provide compen-
sation to farmers for removing private proper-
ty from production. It has been estimated that
700,000 acres would have been taken out of
production under Dayton’s original 50-foot
mandate in 2015.

Phillips agreed. “How do you take (16.5
feet of) land and not compensate for it?” He
added there is no
stipulation in the
legislation to
compensate an
agency if a
farmer says: “I’m
not going to do
it. Take me to
court!”

That could
cost some agency
like BCWD
about $10,000 to
$20,000 in court
costs, Phillips
said, “and no way to get those dollars back.
The rules are pretty foggy, yet.”

Phillips said the buffer bill “was rolled out”
in the last two days of the (2015) session and
was passed and signed on the last day.

Freitag said the idea of the buffers was

brought up by the governor at the 2014 Pheas-
ant Fest. Then at the 2015 legislative session is
was fast-tracked. “I was kind of surprised” on
how fast the legislation was passed and signed
into law, Freitag added.

While “an awful lot of people are comfort-
able with the
law,” Phillips
said, “it does not
solve all prob-
lems.” There was
no compensation
factor.

He said he has
heard all kinds of
reactions from
local farmers.
“Farmers are not
super against it,”
Phillips added, but
some ditches need
a 40-foot easement and some are private ditch-
es with no buffers. “We need to push careful-
ly,” with farmers, he said.

The amendments to the buffer bill in 2016
“helped, but pay is the big issue. They should
be compensated for it,” Philips said. Losing
property throughout the state “all adds up.”

County Commissioner Doug Krueger said
he knows of several local landowners “who
are really impacted. The major hurdle will be
taking somebody’s property without compen-
sation.”

While Krueger said “there is a lot of good
in this (bill),” he did not like the governor’s
original mandate.

Phillips agreed and added many landowners
do not feel it’s a bad deal, “but the bill was not
well put together.”

As to the 2017 session Philips said he
would not be surprised to see “some massag-
ing to make it more palatable.”

Freitag said there was a bill to award coun-
ties $100,000 a year to enforce the buffer reg-
ulations, but that was lost when Gov. Dayton
vetoed it in 2016. It was expected counties
would receive $100,000 annually under that

bill.
The county will decide in a month or month

and a half, “if the money is enough, Freitag
said. “The state wants the locals to handle it. If
not, the state will enforce it.”

Freitag also was surprised at the reaction of
area farmers. “Reactions are all across the
board. I expected a lot of frustration. At least
they are not killing the messenger. Most un-
derstand the need.”

It takes time to write new policies, Freitag
added.

Krueger agreed. He said it takes about four
years to properly implement a law like the
16.5-foot buffer. The state expected to get it
done in two years. “It’s all right for the gov-
ernment to be assertive, but the fastest it can
be done is four years.”

*****
Roger Schultz, a supervisor with the

McLeod County Soil and Water Conservation
Board, said he is “to-
tally in favor” of the
new buffer regula-
tions, even though
most farmers may
not agree.

The regulations
should be the same
as the buffers around
lakes — 50 feet, he
said, because any
waters that end up in
public waters
“should be included.”

Schultz said he lived along Buffalo Creek
when he farmed, and the creek took some
sharp drops along the way. He said he always
maintained grass buffers. That told him how
far the nutrients went off the fields and into
the buffers “because the grass grew taller
there. I found out that 30 feet of grass filters
them (nutrients) out.”

Schultz said local control is important be-
cause what happens here and conditions in
northern Minnesota or elsewhere are differ-
ent.”There should be minimum standards,” he

said of the 2016 amendments, “but 16-1/2 feet
(along ditches) is not enough.”

While the buffers are meant to filter out pol-
lutants like nitrogen and phosphorus, the legis-
lation does not address open intakes into wa-
terways, Schultz said.

“The buffer is just the first step. The next
step is to eliminate tile lines from directly
going into ditches and streams,” Schultz said.
“The tile lines need to go through the buffer
strips.”

Krueger said the drain tile work has already
begun in McLeod
County. “Farmers
are going along
with it. They don’t
want to operate in-
takes anymore.
Farmers know they
have to address
runoff. They don’t
want their farm land
to run off.”

But he said Gov.
Dayton had a
“knee-jerk” reaction
with his 2015 buffer
bill. “The Governor does that a lot.”

“But to be honest, it’s needed,” Krueger said
of buffer strips. “I’ve been on both sides of the
fence. I don’t see hard fights, but there will be
some.”

Schultz said farmers argue that when they
bought their land, they own the land. “It’s not!
When a farmer purchases land, it’s for the
right to use it. Land belongs to the whole
world.”

McLeod County is the northern-most coun-
ty in the regional Soil and Water Conservation
District, which includes southern Minnesota.

“Something has to be done,” Schultz said of
the filtering buffers. He said farmers are
changing, especially when fertilizer costs con-
tinue to rise. They are applying fertilizer in a
more efficient way by applying it when a crop
like corn “actually can use it,” and not in the
fall when some of the fertilizer can run off or
leach away.

“Ninety percent of farmers are good stew-
ards of the land,” Schultz said.

He has been a McLeod County SWCD su-
pervisor for about 20 years. One benefit of the
new legislation is that county commissioners
are now meeting with SWCD supervisors.
“All these years, they never came to our meet-
ings,” he added. “It’s nice to see.”

He said the establishment of ditch commit-
tees is important. “County ditches have been
so neglected over the years.”

Krueger said the county ditch committees
are designed to help empower and educate
farmers in their district so they can help the
commissioners in finding solutions.

Doug Krueger

Larry Phillips

Ryan Freitag

Roger Schultz

Buffer Strips
Continued from page 11

Glenn Gruenhagen

Another example of a buffer strip
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A division of Munson Lakes Nutrition, LLC

80 years of animal experience

HOWARD LAKE COUNTRY STORE 
601 6th Street, Howard Lake, MN 55349

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
320-543-3517 • country@hutchtel.net • MunsonLakes.com 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

We have what you need 
Trusted Brands 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

We also carry ...
Red Wing Shoes • Carhartt • Farm Oyl • Weaver Leather • Purina Mills • Mazuri

If we don’t have it, we can order it!

Livestock fountains & parts

 

We stock Smidley Steer Stuffers 
& Calf Creeper feeders

We carry a wide variety of  livestock
equipment including panels and gates
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Terry Jones

(320) 864-5581
Ron Molstad

(320) 864-1603
Ben Beckman
(320) 864-1602

Contact Terry, Ron or Ben today!

EXSTED 
REALTY

2124 10th St E Glencoe
(320) 864-5544

www.exstedrealty.net
Willard
Exsted

Rebecca 
Tuchtenhagen

Buying and selling
farms for 47 years 

in the McLeod, 
Carver, Renville 
& Sibley County

areas!

We Sell The Best

New Listings Needed!

Buyers Available.
We have buyers willing to pay top dollar for
farm land. If you are looking to sell your farm,
or just downsize the number of acres you have,
GIVE US A CALL.

Two stories crossed my desk today that
both have me a bit concerned.  First,
the population of rural American is

down to 17%, the lowest in history.  The fact is,
young people are moving to larger cities and
not staying in rural areas.
There are a myriad of rea-
sons to point to, more
jobs, the cost of gas and
energy and the lifestyle.
But through this, were
have been our leaders
talking about the positives
of rural America.  I don’t
believe I have ever heard
the president speak up for
farmers or rural American
opportunities.  And if you
listened to me in the past,
I have said this about
leaders from both political parties.  We don’t
have the support from the top.  

Then recently, the Chair of the Senate Ag
committee said in a speech that the real bright

spot for agriculture is organic farming and spe-
cialty.  Personally, I support both 100%, but
isn’t production agriculture a major bright spot
too?  Certainly the chairwoman needs to under-
stand that. 

Both of these make my
point.  While American
farmers literally feed our
country and millions
around the world, when do
any leaders ever say only
thing  positive about what
farmers do?  It’s no wonder
there isn’t a lot of incentive
to stay in rural America.  

I’ve said it before, but it
bears repeating,  American
Agriculture is one of the
few bright spots in a dismal
economy.  Thanks to the

American farmer for being innovative, produc-
tive and getting the job done. It’s time some of
our leaders begin to say that as well.

Rural America: 
A Fading Reality

Lynn Ketelsen

Lynn Ketelson is the Farm Director 
for Linder Farm Network.
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Co-op Country Farmers Elevator with Locations in
Danube • Renville • Sacred Heart

Employees
Teresa Anderson
Larry Arentson
Carrie Ashburn
Dick Ashburn
John Benson
Brian Block
Dan Block
Todd Broberg
Kyle Clouse
Tom Decknatel

Greg Dikken
Harlen Eliason
Nate Erickson
Mike Filzen
Craig Gartner
Cole Gigstad
Roger Groen
Carla Hamre
Jon Hamre
Mike Hannah

Harley Haug
Brooke Hebrink
Craig Hebrink
Steve Helmer
Joe Hennen
Katy Holland
Paul Holm
Brett Holwerda

Jacob Honzay
Josh Honzay
Mike Kemnitz
Ryan Kiecker
Gerry Kodet
Mike Kohout
Pete Lanning
Jill Marcus
John McNamara
Jeff Mikosch

Matt Morris
Jeff Padrnos
Turner Padrnos
Lynne Payne
Keith Potter
Sandy Refsland
Jared Ridl
Paul Schueller
Rick Stadther
Daron Strey

Business Office: PO Box 604, Renville, MN 56284 
320-329-8377 or 800-962-7007 • www.coopcountry.com
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Member FDIC

WE’VE GOT NUMBERS OTHER SOYBEAN

COMPANIES HOPE YOU NEVER HEAR ABOUT.
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Local Dealers:     Olivia - Wertish Brothers

Renville - Dale Filzen

Co-op Country Farmers Elevator
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Got Land?Got Land?Got Land?
Ask us about. . .

 Land rents
 Land values
 Land as an investment
 1031 Exchange
 Land as an investment Upper Midwest:

Upper Midwest
Management

Upper estUpper Midwest

our land professionals in the Y
Appraisal, Farm ManagementAuction, Real Estate, 

pp
Management

our land professionals in the Upper Midwest:
Appraisal, Farm Management

Management
Upper Midwest:

Appraisal, Farm Management
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SECURITY BANK & TRUST CO.

www.Security-Banks.com

Banking . Investments . Mortgage . Trust

See us today at any of our 12 locations to serve you

GOD LOOKED DOWN ON
THE EARTH HE CREATED

AND SAID

“I need a caretaker for 
this world I have created”

AND SO 

GOD MADE A FARMER. 
PAUL HARVEY

Come see us
for all your
Insurance 
and Financial
needs.

Afederal court ruled this week that the
EPA violated the Freedom of Infor-
mation act when they made public

not only  the names of thousands of farmers,
but confidential information about their farm-
ing operations.  It was in-
formation that was no
ones business, except the
individual farmers.  The
EPA said they simply
followed the law, others
said it was an informa-
tion dump to give infor-
mation to environmental
groups the EPA is in bed
with.  

Anyone with any com-
mon sense knew at the
time this was an out of
control EPA, and the rul-
ing of the court confirms it.

So now what happens?  If a farmer does
something the EPA doesn’t like, even in cases
where they are following state law, the EPA
fines them hundreds of thousands and in some

cases millions of dollars.  But if the reverse is
true, what happens to the EPA?  Does anyone
get reprimanded? Does anyone lose their job?
Do those harmed get any restitution?  The an-
swer to all three is no, nothing happens.  And it

wasn’t that long ago our
own EPA caused one of the
biggest toxic dumps in his-
tory in Colorado, and again,
nothing was done.

It’s time federal agencies
are held to the same stan-
dards that those they are
supposed to serve are held
to.  If they break the law,
those who made the decision
need to be fired or at the
least get a demotion. Time
and time again we see an out
of control burocracy making

decisions that hurt the public, and nothing is
done.  Time has come for accountability, and
the EPA is a good place to start.

EPA & Federal Agencies:
Above The Rest?

Lynn Ketelsen

Lynn Ketelson is the Farm Director 
for Linder Farm Network.
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2735 12TH ST., GLENCOE

On-Site Repairs Available

QUALITY AND EXPERIENCE 
THAT YOU CAN TRUST

LG ~ MPS
Mycogen ~ Stine

Corn ~ Soybeans ~ Oats ~ Wheat ~ Barley 

Alfalfa ~ Forage/Pasture Mixes ~ Lawn Seed

Thalmann Seeds Inc.
Plato, MN  •  (320) 238-2185

Grow With Us!

QUALITY AND EXPERIENCE 
THAT YOU CAN TRUST

BERGMANN’S
CELEBRATING 39 YEARS OF SERVICE!

INTERIORS

Call 320-864-6754
for your FREE IN-HOME 

appointment.

• Counter Tops
• Floor Coverings
• Window Treatments

*Various restrictions, limitations and minimums may apply.

“We Got You Covered!”

Visit BergmannInteriors.com

Bergmann Interiors was great to work with. We had purchased flooring from another
company and the installation did not go well. We then contacted Bergmann Interiors to
see if they could help correct the issues. Their customer service was wonderful. Both
their Technician and Design Consultant were great! We are now very pleased with the
outcome and will use Bergmann Interiors in the future.

~ Ron & Terri Bonstrom, Watertown

12 Months Same as Cash!*

$2.97
sq. ft.

$2.97
sq. ft.

$2.97
sq. ft.

(320) 587-2612
Clocktower Office Plaza

720 Century Ave. SW, Suite 109
Hutchinson, MN

Now is the time to protect your crop input cost!
February Meetings Coming Soon...RSVP Today!

Duane Jindra Crop Insurance Agency has been committed to
serving you with honest, reliable and trusted service for over 30 years.

For 2017 a new private add-on which can guarantee up to 95% of
your average yield is available.

If you want a company you can count on to be there at claim time with
excellent service, let Duane Jindra Crop Insurance Agency help you
choose the right policy that gives you the protection and peace-of-
mind that you deserve.

Call Duane Today!

Deadline to purchase is Wed., March 15

GAVIN, WINTERS 
& LONG, LTD.

Glencoe’s Local Attorneys

Accident & Death Cases, 
Work Compensation, 
Elder Law, Medical Assistance, 
Trusts, Estate Planning, Probate,
Real Estate, Corporate & Business,
Divorce, Custody, Child Support,
Criminal, DWI, Trials, Bankruptcy,
Bill Collection, Municipal & 
Utility Law, Mediation.

www.goslawfirm.com
320-864-5142
1017 Hennepin Ave. N.
Glencoe, MN 55336

Lawyers:
Michael M. Gavin

Jody L. Winters
Amber R. Donley
Mark W. Ostlund
Caleb C. Rannow
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OLIVIA MACHINE SHOP, INC
South on Hwy 71 Olivia, MN

Ph: (320) 523-1681

* Service Since 1956 *

Terry’s
BBooddyy  SShhoopp

• Free Computerized • Glass Replacement
• Estimates • Quality Paint Jobs
• Collision Specialist

Terry HHemingsen

320-523-2561

Jeff Huseby

Join the crowd

Huseby IInsurance
Agency

Farm, Fire, Wind, 
Liability, Hail, 

Multi Peril, Auto,
Commerical

Sacred Heart
320-765-2909

www.citizensalliancebank.com 

451 Lakeview Street, PO Box 8 
Lake Lillian, MN 56253 

(320)664-4111 

SStop iin ttoday aand ssee uuss  
fforr aalll yyoour ffarming nneeds! 

Turn to page 20
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Automotive,
Agricultural,

Industrial
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ERVIN WELL COMPANY
1312 West DePue Ave. • Olivia, MN

320-523-1621

1-800-582-6133 (toll free)
www.ervinwellmn.com

Turn to page 22
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Disclosure

Agent Photo
Agent Info Agent Info

Agent Photo

Our companies were founded more than 75 years ago to serve the needs of farmers. 
Today we’re the No. 1 farm insurer in our territory, delivering smarter insurance for 
agriculture.

Call us today to see how we can help protect your operation, family and future.

Coverage & Service
You Can Count On

Auto   I   Home   I   Life   I   Annuities   I   Farm & Ranch   I   Commercial Ag   I   Crop   I   Business

Logo

Scott Fransen
800 E DePue Suite A
Olivia
(320) 523-2722
ScottFransen.fbfs.com

Thomas Gruhlke
800 E DePue Suite A
Olivia
(320) 523-2722
ThomasGruhlke.fbfs.com

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of
Farm Bureau Financial Services PC055 (7-16)

21
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Subscribe to the 

by contacting us today.
Call 320-523-2032 for

more information.
Payment required for subscription to begin.

• Experienced • Knowledgeable 
• Dedicated to Community 

Sacred Heart, MN • 320-765-2261
Your Locally Owned Full Service Bank

Regular Bank Hours
Main Lobby

Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Fri. 8:30 am - 5:00 pm

Drive-Up Window
Mon.-Thurs. 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

Fri. 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Turn to page 24
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A member of Minnesota State
Ridgewater is an affirmative action, equal opportunity employer/educator.
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DEVOTED TO YOUR SUCCESS

www.unitedfcs.com • 
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BUILT STRONGER.
LOOKS BETTER. LASTS LONGER.

When you build with Morton, you build something
that lasts. A Morton stands the test of time—
we’ve been at this for more than 110 years after all. 
What got us here is simple: our materials, our 
people and a warranty that beats all others.

©2017 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Ref Code 043
mortonbuildings.com

#4337

RESIDENTIAL | FARM | EQUESTRIAN | COMMERCIAL | COMMUNITY | REPAIRS

507-644-3527 • Redwood Falls, MN
763-295-3939 • Monticello, MN

Turn to page 26
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